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 There are some who 
stand up for themselves 
and make it good in life. 
Then there are those 
who go beyond and 
bring about much 
needed changes in the 
society, thereby 
bettering the lives of 
people around them. 
 On occasion of 
International Women’s 
Day, 2024, civic 
movement We, The 

People Abhiyan shared 
stories of three such 
women change-makers 
with NewBits under its 
‘Breaking Barriers’ 
campaign. These 
women, citizen 
champions, broke the 
social barriers to bring 
about such positive 
social transformation. 

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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OPINION 

Anxiety over Air travel: Hold the airlines 
and manufacturers more accountable  

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‟t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

The push for amendment 
was fast & without due 
consultation with Muslim 
community.  
The need was to build 
consensus & hold talks 
with the aim to increase 
transparency in the 
process of managing 
Awqaaf & making the 
Waqf Boards, more 
accountable, after taking 
community in confidence. 
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The air passengers are in a state 

of shock and anxiety after the 
recent plane crash that took place 
in Ahmedabad.  
It was a London-bound flight 
that met with a mishap and the 
crash resulted in death of nearly 
270 persons.  
Enough of repeated assurances 
that air travel is safest, the fact 
remains that there is a major 
mishap and it‟s time to deal with 
the concerns.  
The Dreamliner had 242 people 
onboard and except one, none 
survived. This is one of the worst 
air crashes in recent years.  
The Boeing plane hit a building 
and many others who were not 
onboard the plane, died on the 
ground also, taking the toll much 
higher .  
But the fact is that Aviation 
industry has to take a serious 
look as to how the systems failed.  
From manufacturing of the plane 
to maintenance and the related  
Several incidents of crash have 
occurred in recent years and in 
the current year too, but this was 
among the worst in 2025.  
People recalled the Mangalore 
crash when 158 passengers were 

killed fifteen years ago. The Boeing 
flight from Dubai, met with a 
mishap while landing at the 
Mangalore airport. 
The point is that either there is a 
technical fault at the runway or the 
manufacturing defect, any flaw in 
the engine or lack of maintenance, 
nothing can be overlooked and the 
Aviation industry must take a 
serious look. It‟s time for stricter 
cent percent accountability.  

After the Boeing Dreamliner crash, 
there is once again the need to be 
vigilant about complaints and the 
information that is obtained from 
passengers as well as the 
whistleblowers.  
It is known that often passengers 
and people within the industry raise 
concerns, but these are not taken 
seriously. Safety norms & security 
gaps can‟t be left unattended.  
Email: editor@asiantribune.net 

The apprehensions 

that AI may lead to 

job losses, has 

gripped software 

engineers and this 

is the time to create 

proper strategy and 

plan for the 

transformation in 

the tech industry, 

the world over, & in 

India.  

Israel targets Iran‟s nuclear facility, Iran retaliates, rains 
missiles on Israeli cities, both the countries suffer losses 

Aviation industry  
can no longer 
afford to ignore 
whistle blowers. It 
must take all the 
plaints seriously & 
follow all the strict 
safety norms.  
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After years of proxy war, the Iran-Israel conflict 
took a serious turn and turned into a full-scale 
war.  
While Gaza continues to face the onslaught, 
Israel‟s attack on Iran‟s nuclear facility, prompted 
Iran to respond.  
The retaliation was robust and its missiles hit 
several Israeli cities and settlements. Meanwhile, 
Israel has said that it will continue its offensive, 
stating that it has been successful in its strikes 
and wouldn‟t let Iran continue its nuclear 
program. Israel hit at the Natanz enrichment site 
and also the missile manufacturing units apart 
from Shahran depot and other vital installations.  

 
Tel Aviv, Haifa, Bat Yam cities were 
hit by Iranian missiles. Israel expects 
US to take a more active part in the 
conflict and support Israel, however, 
withinUS, there is a strong view to 
avoid getting dragged into a war that 
could last long and affect American 
interests as well as its economy.  
Nearly 24 people have been killed in 
Israel. More than 200 people have 
lost lives in Iran. While Benjamin 
Netanyahu has vowed to cripple 
Iran‟s nuclear program, on the other 
hand Iran says that it will continue 
strikes.  
editor@asiantribune.net  

Several Iranian military commanders and 
scientists were killed in the attack.  However, Iran 
soon attacked Israel with missiles and drones.  
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UNJUST: The removal of Urdu from school 
education system is a cause of concern  

 There are 
some who 
stand up for 
themselves 
and make it 
good in life. 
Then there 
are those 
who go 
beyond and 
bring about 
much needed 
changes in 
the society, 

thereby 
bettering the 
lives of 
people 
around 
them. 
 On 
occasion of 
International 
Women‟s 
Day, 2024, 
civic 
movement 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of citizens 
are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of atrocities during the ongoing 
civil war.  

 There are some who 
stand up for themselves 
and make it good in life. 
Then there are those who 
go beyond and bring about 
much needed changes in 
the society, thereby 
bettering the lives of people 
around them. 
 On occasion of 
International Women‟s 
Day, 2024, civic movement 
We, The People Abhiyan 
shared stories of three such 
women change-makers 
with NewBits under its 
„Breaking Barriers‟ 
campaign. These women, 
citizen champions, broke 
the social barriers to bring 
about such positive social 
transformation. 
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‟ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, military 
announces truce 

Imagine the situation that nearly 
700,000-800,000 people who 
have left Sudan, are estimated to 
be living in Chad, right now.  
Families have lost their 
members, and parents are 
worried about the safety of their 
children. Due to civil war, health 
services have been hit hardly.  

Apart from exodus and the 
internal displacement, lack of 
proper facilities at camps and 
hospitals, have caused outbreak 
of diseases.  
This has compounded the 
problems and World Health 
Organization (WHO) has been 
trying to provide medical aid. 
 

It was in April 2023, when power 
struggle between the two 
generals, threw the country into 
turmoil once again. The fighters 
on both side, have also 
committed atrocities on the 
civilians. There are multiple 
reports that the children have 
also been targeted in this  
conflict. 
Africa has been a witness to 
coups, internal conflicts, militias 
engaged in warfare and a lot 
more.  
Actually, General Burhan had 
refused to give up power in 2021. 
Subsequently, the full-fledged 
civil war began.  
Sadly, international community 
has been as concerned with 
Sudan, despite the scale of 
killings and atrocities. 
Tens of thousands have been 
killed in this war and even the 
worst sexual crimes have been 
reported. UK has called for end 
to war.  
Email: editor@asiantribune.net   
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Urdu, one of the most widely 
spoken languages and a symbol 
of India‟s rich pluralism, is facing 
a piquant situation. 
On one hand, it remains a 
language that has rich literature 
and its couplets are quoted in 
Parliament, but on the other 
hand, it is losing its place in the 
educational system.  
The schools that provide 
education in Urdu medium are 
not being opened in most North 
Indian state. 
Though it is a democratic right 
and the children should be able 
to get education in their mother 
tongue.  
In fact, the schools are getting 
closed. As third language too, it 
is not taught in most schools, 
though the option is available on 
papers.  
Due to lack of any state with 
Urdu as sole official language, it 
is not a compulsory language in 
even one state. 
﻿ 

Several factors are driving 
this crisis. The National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, 
while listing Urdu among the 
22 scheduled languages, does 
not prioritize it or offer 
specific measures for its 
inclusion in education.  
This policy gap, combined 
with funding cuts and 
curriculum changes, has led 
to a steady drop in Urdu-
medium schools.  
For instance, Karnataka has 
seen the number of Urdu 
schools fall, substantially, 
over the past decade. 
In many states, the three-
language formula is being 
used in such a way that Urdu 
is denied its place. Rajasthan, 
for example, has mostly 
Sanskrit taught as third 
language in government 
schools, sparking debates 
about identity and inclusion. 
Such moves have led to fewer 

Urdu teachers being recruited 
and fewer students opting for 
it as subject.  
Fearing limited career 
prospects and social stigma 
Experts and community 
leaders feel that without active 
state support, Urdu‟s presence 
in textbooks, exams, and 
teacher recruitment will 
continue to shrink.  
Students get discouraged from 
choosing Urdu due to these 
reasons, as often the subject is 
removed or teachers not 
available.  
Else, books are printed late. In 
fact, the language‟s exclusion 
from official narratives 
weakens India‟s rich cultural 
mosaic. 
Political rhetoric has 
sometimes linked Urdu with 
religious identity, further 
marginalizing the language 
and threatening India‟s 
secular and pluralistic ethos.. 

In Maharashtra, language 
policies have fluctuated, with 
some attempts to accommodate 
Urdu, but clarity and consistent 
support remain lacking. 
The removal of Urdu is erasing 
a vital piece of India‟s cultural 
and intellectual heritage. 
Without urgent intervention, 
including policy reforms, 
community initiatives, and 
incentives for Urdu learning, 
the language that has a vast 
treasure of texts, will suffer. 
Historically, Urdu united 
communities and contributed 
immensely to India‟s literature, 
cinema and music.  
Inclusion of Urdu is about more 
than preserving words, it‟s 
about protecting a bridge that 
has long connected India‟s 
diverse communities. Without 
urgent intervention, we risk 
losing a vital piece of our 
collective identity. 
[The writer is BITS, Pilani 
certified researcher) 
﻿ 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Measures to boost rural economy get a fillip 

in Western India, Deccan and North East  

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of 
killings, injuries, sufferings 
and the dislocation of the 
Sudanese populace, has 
been one of the biggest 
humanitarian crises of our 
times. 
The shortage of food and 
water, along with the fear of 
violence, the displacement, 
the affected citizens living 
in extremely poor 
conditions, without the 
basic medicines, all this. 
The more, the merrier. 
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By Shams Ur Rehman Alavi  
 
Few politicians are so 
outspoken and always ready to 
raise voice on critical issues. 
The lawmaker who represents 
Bhopal Central Assembly 
constituency, has been in active 
politics for decades and has 
always been at the fore front. 
Arif Masood, who has been a 
commanding leader in Central 
India, is unique in the sense 
that he has been at the centre of 
political activity in the region. 
Not just his constituency, he has 
intervened in issues across the 
state and has taken bold stand 
when few dared to speak. It is 
no exaggeration that the leader 
who had a commanding 
presence even in 1990s, as a 
young party leader, he punched 
much above his weight and held 
major demonstrations, leading 
agitations and always spoke his 
mind.  
Perhaps, just because he is 
accessible and for long on the 
receiving end of Hindi press, his 
contribution is often ignored. 
Reality is that Masood cut his 
teeth in politics quite early, and 
learnt the art of impactful 
politics when he started his 
politics journey as a supporter 
of the veteran leader and former 
minister late Rasool Ahmad 
Siddiqui. 
There was no looking back. 
Over the years, he emerged as a 
leader who was not afraid to 
take on the 'system. 
Controversies followed him. 
But despite the presence of 
another seasoned politician Arif 
Aqueel in Bhopal, Masood 
emerged as a fighter. 
Arif Masood is a rare politician 
who has always been active, 
fearless, consistent, vocal and 
raising issues of constituents as 
well as communities. Masood's 
political journey and struggle  

 

Resilience: Raising issues, connect with citizens on 
the ground are reasons for strong presence as leader 

In a state that once had a strong Muslim leadership, barely a few leaders remain who still have 
influence as well as popularity among masses.   

are laudable. 
Interestingly, he never got into  
the sycophantic party culture and 
his attitude often irked senior 
leaders. Masood didn't bother  & 
often caused discomfort to senior 
leaders due to his confrontational 
politics. The delimitation exercise 
had turned Bhopal into a city with 
abnormally big urban 
constituency and hence he didn't 
get chance early. But even when 
he was not MLA, Masood had a 
clout that was much beyond a 
lawmaker's influence. In MP. he  
spoke on issues when other 
leaders would remain silent or  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  avoid speaking for fear of losing        
party or voters' support.  
This, in a way, his uniqueness that 
he could cross the line and speak 
as a leader of Muslim community, 
too, unlike other minority leaders 
who remain mum or even need an 
okay from top before issuing a 
statement. Masood always played 
by his rules. On issues pertaining 
to Muslim community, he 
confronted own party leaders too. 
When Congress was in power, he 
raised issue of lynchings in MP. 
He was openly expressing his 
views during Kamal Nath regime. 
In a state that has two Muslim  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLAs in the house of 230, 
Masood showed his strength on 
ground long before he was an 
Assembly member and even after 
repeated victories, he has his non-
political platforms to raise issues 
that can't be touched from within 
party ecosystem.  
He speaks and intervenes in issues 
or injustice in other, faraway 
constituencies too. He has set up 
educational institutions and also 
suffered due to his firm stance on 
many issues. In a state that once 
had strong and active Muslim 
politicians, he is now a lone 
warrior. [shams.alavi@gmail.com] 
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Asif Zaki has indeed been a 
straightforward and bold leader, 
known for taking up citizen's 
issues for over three decades. 
He started his political career 
long ago and as an active 
politician got popular quite 
early. 
Zaki was known for his 
command over youngsters and 
students in campuses of 
different colleges under the 
Barkatullah University. 
Over the years, he emerged as a 
strong voice in Bhopal, a city 
known for culture, literature, 
history and unique heritage. 
In fact, top national leaders and 
ministers banked upon Zaki as 
they needed a strong leader in 

Bhopal for support. His connect 
with people, his maturity and his 
Political acumen were reason that 
Zaki's image remained that of a 
leader with convincing ability and 
who was taken seriously as a 
leader, unlike run of the mill 
politicians. 
Either it was the issue of 
displacement of residents or the 
grievances of citizens regarding 
civics issues, he remained in the 
forefront. 
Interestingly, in a city that is 
almost seen as a capital with two 
distinct areas, Zaki managed to 
have his hold in both New Bhopal 
as well as Old Bhopal. 
In view of his political experience 
and connect with citizens, he was 

given charge of Bhopal district 
Congress and he became its 
president. His wife Shabista 
Zaki has also been an active 
leader who has always 
intervened and taken on 
administration over public 
causes.  
In a city that has seen leaders 
like Saeedullah Khan Razmi, 
Abu Saeed Bazmi. Razmi, 
Khan Shakir Ali Khan,  Gufran 
Azam, Arif Baig, Rasool 
Ahmad Siddiqui and Hasnat 
Siddiqui, Zaki emerged as 
leader of the new 
generation. Now, he is a 
seasoned politician. 
[The author can be contacted 
at: shams.alavi@gmail.com] 
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„No one is above the law‟, says 
Madras High Court judge as he 
orders police to arrest ADGP 
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In an important move, the Madras 
High Court has directed the Tamil 
Nadu police to take action against a 
top cop.  
Justice P Velmurugan has asked  
the police to arrest Additional 
Director General of Police (ADGP) 
HM Jayaram to conduct a probe in 
connection with a case.  
Jayaram has to be interrogated in 
connection with his alleged 
involvement in a case of abduction.  
The High Court judge has also asked 
a lawmaker [MLA} to cooperate 
with the investigating authorities.  

 
 Justice P Velmurugan directed 

the police to take action against 
the ADGP as per law.  
The Madras High Court court 
stressed on the fact that being a 
public servant, Jayaram was 
answerable to the public.  
The  Madras High Court judge 
further clarified that a strong 
message should go out to the 
citizens that no one was above 
the law. The complainant, 
Lakshmi, had alleged that her 
son was abducted. He was later 
dropped in an injured state in the 
official vehicle of ADG and the 
MLA was allegedly a conspirator. 
 

The Asian Tribune is available on social media 
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BEYOND ASIA Western Europe witnessing huge immigration 

wave due to Ukraine crisis 

'Wind energy is at the centre of strategy 
for the renewable energy sector' 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of 
killings, injuries, sufferings 
and the dislocation of the 
Sudanese populace, has 
been one of the biggest 
humanitarian crises of our 
times. 
The shortage of food and 
water, along with the fear of 
violence, the displacement, 
the affected citizens living 
in extremely poor 
conditions, without the 
basic medicines, all this. 
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The ongoing conflict in Sudan 
has now been going on for the 
last two years and there are no 
signs that the situation would 
return to normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of killings, 
injuries, sufferings and the 
dislocation of the Sudanese 
populace, has been one of the 
biggest humanitarian crises of 
our times. 
The shortage of food and water, 
along with the fear of violence, 
the displacement, the affected 
citizens living in extremely poor 
conditions, without the basic 
medicines, all this. The more, 
the merrier is the old style and 
phrase. . 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

ISSUES 

For a Muslim woman, it is even more tough, as it is a dual battle for dignity 

The Asian Tribune 

 

Wind Energy is the key and 

part of our plan for the 
renewable energy sector and in 
order to become a global 
manufacturing hub, India 
needs energy--be it solar 
energy, wind energy or any 
other form of energy. 
“Our national goals are 
ambitious and clear: 50% of 
our power capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources by 2030, and 
a net-zero India by 2070. Wind 
energy is central to achieving 
these goals. Wind energy is not 
a component of our renewable 
energy strategy but it is at the 
heart of it and at the centre of 
self-reliant India,” said Union 
Minister of New and 
Renewable Energy Pralhad 
Joshi. 
India‟s manufacturing capacity 
is increasing and it will 
continue to increase. We are 
focusing on the importance of 
renewable energy production, 
storage and usage, so that once 
India becomes a global 
manufacturing hub in near 
future, it should be able to 
fulfill the energy demands of 
the manufacturing sector 
through renewable energy 
sources, said the minister. 
India has the huge potential in 
the renewable energy sector as 
it has globally the fourth 
largest wind power installed 
capacity and it is third largest 
renewable energy producer. 
“No one had thought that India 
would become the third largest 
manufacturer of renewable 
energy in 10 years, but today it 
is a reality, said the minister. 
The minister underlined the 3 
key issues for the Wind Energy 
sector saying that,  'First, we 
must combine wind with solar 
and storage (BESS) to deliver 
round-the-clock power and 
grid stability. Secondly, tariffs 
must be competitive. A rate of  
Rs 3.90 per unit is too high; we 
must work together to reduce 
costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Third, domestic manufacturing 
must become more efficient, 
not just to meet our own 
targets, but to boost exports.” 
Underlining the dedicated 
efforts from GoI to unleash the 
potential of renewable energy 
sector, Joshi said, “The 
Government is backing this 
sector with full seriousness. 
This year‟s renewable energy 
budget has gone up by 53%, to 
Rs 26,549 crore, with a large 
share directed to wind.” 
“The transition to renewables 
is inevitable. States must lead 
this transition. Land 
availability and transmission 
delays have to be overcome. 
This is not the time for 
hesitation, it is the time for 
execution,” the minister added. 
The Minister said, “ I am happy 
to note that India is 
manufacturing wind turbines 
ranging from 225 kW to 5.2 
MW, with 33 models being 
produced by 14 companies. 
These turbines meet our 
domestic needs and are also 
cost-competitive globally.” 
The Minister further added 
that to fully unlock national 
wind potential, we need a 
coordinated national push. 
That is why we are focusing on 
5 priorities: 
Expanding into new states like 
Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, 
and Odisha. Launching the 
offshore sector with 4 GW of 
leasing areas identified in 
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu and 
tenders being readied. 
Integrating wind into round-
the-clock and firm green power 
strategies, through storage-
linked business models. 
Modernising the grid, investing 
in AI-based forecasting to 
manage variable renewable 
energy.  
Boosting local manufacturing 
across the entire wind value 
chain Union Minister Joshi 
also released reports on Wind 
Energy Roadmap and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Manufacturing Roadmap at the 
event.  He said that the 
documents will serve as 
guiding frameworks for our 
journey ahead and reflect our 
collective ambition, strategic 
thinking, and commitment to 
building a strong and self-
reliant wind energy ecosystem 
in India.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best performing States in 
terms of Wind Capacity 
addition were also felicitated at 
the event. Karnataka was first 
with a wind capacity addition 
of 1331.48 MW followed by 
Tamil Nadu (1136.37 MW) and 
Gujarat  (954.76 MW). 
[editor@asiantribune.net] 
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