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 There are some who 
stand up for themselves 
and make it good in life. 
Then there are those 
who go beyond and 
bring about much 
needed changes in the 
society, thereby 
bettering the lives of 
people around them. 
 On occasion of 
International Women’s 
Day, 2024, civic 
movement We, The 

People Abhiyan shared 
stories of three such 
women change-makers 
with NewBits under its 
‘Breaking Barriers’ 
campaign. These 
women, citizen 
champions, broke the 
social barriers to bring 
about such positive 
social transformation.’D 

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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OPINION 

FAIR STAND: Govt clarifies that citizens 
free to eat vegetarian or non-veg food, 
CM says state won’t regulate food habits 

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‘t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

The push for amendment 
was fast & without due 
consultation with Muslim 
community.  
The need was to build 
consensus & hold talks 
with the aim to increase 
transparency in the 
process of managing 
Awqaaf & making the 
Waqf Boards, more 
accountable, after taking 
community in confidence. 
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The clear message that the 
government won‘t interfere in 
people‘s choice of food, is 
indeed important and the 
occasion, indeed, perfect. 
After civic bodies issued orders 
to close shops that sell meat on 
the occasion of Independence 
Day, there was criticism in 
Maharashtra. It was seen as 
interference in citizens‘ right to 
eat & make their choices. 
Strong voices against the ban 
led to the clarification. Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
said that the government was 
not going to dictate the food 
habits and there was no 
question of interfering in 
choice of food.  

He made it clear that this was 
citizens‘ right to choose what 
they eat. ―We are not interested 
in deciding who eats what‖. 
Fadnavis said that the order was 
issued by civic bodies and was 
from the era of Congress 
government. 
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar also said that it was an 
individual‘s right and in a 
diverse society, the culture, 
traditions and food habits of 
everybody need to be respected. 
The Maharashtra government 
has said that it was not 
interested in finding out what 
people eat and the state has 
many other necessary and 
important tasks, than focusing 
on food. That it comes from a 
BJP chief minister is important. 
In fact, other parties‘ had dilly-
dallied for long and it was a 
result of years of ambiguity that 
created  a climate that choice of 
food became a big issue, linking 
it with survival and security. 
 

Certain residents apparently 
taunted him about her 
dress,  

*Great freedom 
fighter who was 
among the first band 
of revolutionaries 
hanged by British. 
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Mob harasses army veteran’s 
family in Pune over documents 
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From lynchings to attacks on 
meat shops, such incidents 
signalled that choice of non-
veg food was ‗improper‘.  
In Maharashtra, Opposition 
also lashed out at the meat 
ban. Shiv Sena criticized the 
order that asked for closure of 
outlets selling meat on August 
15. 
No doubt, freedom to live as 
per one‘s traditions and 
culture that includes food and 
lifestyle, is the cornerstone of 
the spirit of independence & 
government‘s stand comes as 
a relief. Hopefully, this would 
bring more clarity in society 
and other governments will 
also take clear stand on this 
issue. Otherwise, ambiguity 
and silence on many issues, 
allows vigilantes to misuse 
their strength on the ground 
and to harass citizens.  
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Finally, a much-needed stand, as politicians‘ ambiguity in the past affected society & it led to 
vigilantism. Shutting meat shops & targeting choice of food, is against the spirit of freedom.  

Till a few years ago, India had 
70% non-vegetarians but recent 
reports suggest that the figure 
is around 80%. 
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Revolutionary freedom fighter Mohammad 
Abdullah belonged to the initial band of 
patriots hanged during the British rule 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of citizens 
are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of atrocities during the ongoing 
civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‘ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, military 
announces truce 

Imagine the situation that nearly 
700,000-800,000 people who 
have left Sudan, are estimated to 
be living in Chad, right now.  
Families have lost their 
members, and parents are 
worried about the safety of their 
children. Due to civil war, health 
services have been hit hardly.  

Apart from exodus and the 
internal displacement, lack of 
proper facilities at camps and 
hospitals, have caused outbreak 
of diseases.  
This has compounded the 
problems and World Health 
Organization (WHO) has been 
trying to provide medical aid. 
 

It was in April 2023, when power 
struggle between the two 
generals, threw the country into 
turmoil once again. The fighters 
on both side, have also 
committed atrocities on the 
civilians. There are multiple 
reports that the children have 
also been targeted in this  
conflict. 
Africa has been a witness to 
coups, internal conflicts, militias 
engaged in warfare and a lot 
more.  
Actually, General Burhan had 
refused to give up power in 2021. 
Subsequently, the full-fledged 
civil war began.  
Sadly, international community 
has been as concerned with 
Sudan, despite the scale of 
killings and atrocities. 
Tens of thousands have been 
killed in this war and even the 
worst sexual crimes have been 
reported. UK has called for end 
to war.  
Email: editor@asiantribune.net   
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The contribution of the 

initial band of revolutionary 
freedom fighters in Indian 
history, is unparalleled. Their 
leading role in creating the 
awakening among masses and 
their sacrifices for the 
motherland, can never be 
forgotten.  
The fact is that martyrs like 
Mohammad Abdullah were the 
revolutionaries of the initial 
era—soon after 1857. 
They were hanged and they 
happily went to gallows for the 
cause of freedom.  
Mohammad Abdullah had 
assassinated the judge who 
was known for giving harsh 
sentence to freedom fighters, 
especially, the 
revolutionaries. History books 
mention that John Paxton 
Norman was assassinated by 
Mohammad Abdullah in 1871.  
The incident took place in 
Kolkata (then, Calcutta).  
The judge John Paxton 
Norman was known for 
harsh sentences on 
freedom fighters and 
revolutionaries.  
In those times, revolutionaries 
were being sent to faraway 
Andaman too. Historians, for 
this reason, especially  
emphasize this aspect and 
mention that revolutionaries 
despite strong repressive 
measures, preferred to die but 
remained committed to cause 
of freedom. 
 

 
Sir Paxton Norman was acting 
chief justice of Calcutta High 
Court in 1871.  
Abdullah was later hanged. 
His portraits adorn museums 
and homes, now.  
Remember, it was an era 
when Indians were treated 
like slaves and there were 
large-scale killings after 1857.  
Even in later years, the 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 
and Qissakhwani Bazar 
killings, had infuriated all. 

After 1857, freedom 
movement saw participation 
of hundreds of such patriots 
who were willing to give their 
life for the cause of 
independence. 
Just like freedom fighters of 
later era,  who wanted the 
atrocities to end, and took up 
initiative--Bhagat Singh 
and Rajguru killed John 
Saunders, and got 
hanged. Each such incident 
and martyrdom in the era, 

 
 
 
hangings and freedom fighters 
shot or killed, led to the rise in 
nationalistic fervour and as a 
result created awakening 
among the people.  
From Tatya Tope to  Azimullah, 
Sher Ali, Bhagat Singh, 
Ashfaqullah, Rajguru,  
Madanlal Dhingra,  
Mohammad Abdullah to 
Chandrashekhar Azad, the list 
of martyrs and revolutionaries 
is too long.  
editor@asiantribune.net 

The sacrifices of initial band of revolutionary freedom fighters created awakening among 
masses in the colonial era. Indians were mistreated, harassed & faced extreme atrocities. 

Barkatullah Bhopali 

SHAMS UR REHMAN  
 ALAVI 

Mohammad Abdullah, freedom fighter and martyr. He was hanged for 
assassinating Paxton Norman who gave harsh sentences to revolutionaries. 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Measures to boost rural economy get a fillip 

in Western India, Deccan and North East  

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of 
killings, injuries, sufferings 
and the dislocation of the 
Sudanese populace, has 
been one of the biggest 
humanitarian crises of our 
times. 
The shortage of food and 
water, along with the fear of 
violence, the displacement, 
the affected citizens living 
in extremely poor 
conditions, without the 
basic medicines, all this. 
The more, the merrier. 
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By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  
 
Few politicians are 
so outspoken and 
always ready to raise 
voice on critical 
issues. The 
lawmaker who 
represents Bhopal 
Central Assembly 
constituency, has 
been in active 
politics for decades 
and has always been 
at the fore front. Arif 
Masood, who has 
been a commanding 
leader in Central 
India, is unique in 
the sense that he has 
been at the centre of 
political activity in 
the region. 
Not just his 
constituency, he has 
intervened in issues 
across the state and 
has taken bold stand 
when few dared to 
speak. It is no 
exaggeration that 
the leader who had a 
commanding 
presence even in 
1990s, as a young 
party leader, he 
punched much 
above his weight 
and held major 
demonstrations, 
leading agitations 
and always spoke his 
mind.  
Perhaps, just 

because he is 
accessible and for 
long on the receiving 
end of Hindi press, 
his contribution is 
often ignored. 
Reality is that 
Masood cut his teeth 
in politics quite 
early, and learnt the 
art of impactful 
politics when he 
started his politics 
journey as a 
supporter of the 
veteran leader and 
former minister late 
Rasool Ahmad 
Siddiqui. 
There was no 
looking back. Over 
the years, he 
emerged as a leader 
who was not afraid 
to take on the 
'system. 
Controversies 
followed him. 
But despite the 
presence of another 
seasoned politician 
Arif Aqueel in 
Bhopal, Masood 
emerged as a fighter. 
Arif Masood is a rare 
politician who has 
always been active, 
fearless, consistent, 
vocal and 
raising issues of 
constituents as well 
as communities. 
Masood's political 
journey and struggle  
 

BRICS‘ vision for a new global currency 
amidst changing world order 
What defines BRICS today is a strategic ambition: to insulate themselves from Washington‘s 
gravitational pull while cooperating to build a joint hi-tech industrial base. 

By Asad Mirza 
 
How practical and pragmatic is 
the vision behind an alternative 
currency? Is it something that 
we can see in near future or it is 
a fantasy? 
These are the questions that 
have risen as we see the world 
transform in a big way.  
The BRICS Summit at Rio, apart 
from raising concerns on the 
multilateral issues, was marred 
by dissensions within the 
grouping.  
It also faced the added threats 
from the American President 
Trump over BRICS‘ plans to 
float a new global currency to 
give competition to the US 
Dollar, a move which would face 
many other hurdles before 
fruition. 
United States is not happy with 
the prospect. US President 
Donald Trump mocked the 
BRICS bloc as a ‗little group‘ 
that is ‗fading out fast‘ and 
reiterated his warning of a 10 
percent tariff on countries 
aligning with it, accusing them 
of supporting ‗anti-American 
policies‘. 
Trump further took credit for 
undermining the bloc‘s attempts 
to challenge the global 
dominance of the US dollar, 
vowing that he would never let 
that happen. 
The American president, 
Donald Trump, taking a clear 
and firm stance toward global 
economic competitors,  also said 
this, ‗ 
When I heard about this group 
of six countries in BRICS, I hit 
them very hard… 
… and if they ever really forming 
a meaningful way, it will end 
very quickly‘.   
Though he didn‘t name the 
nations, Trump added,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
―We can never let anyone play 
games with the US‘. He also 
stressed the importance of 
maintaining the US Dollar‘s 
global reserve status. ―We are 
not going to let the Dollar 
slide… If we lost the status of 
the Dollar as the world‘s reserve 
currency, it would be like losing 
a World War.‖ Trump said. 
Trump had targeted Brazil with 
new trade penalties, announcing 
a 50 percent tariff on imports 
beginning in August over what 
he described as ‗unfair‘ trade 
practices. This follows his 
earlier July 6 declaration of a 10 
percent tariff on any nation 
aligning with the BRICS group. 
The BRICS group, originally 
formed in 2009, is a coalition of 
emerging economies 
comprising Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South Africa 
(which joined in 2010). In 
2024-25, the bloc expanded to 
include Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
bringing the total number of 
member countries to 11. 
BRICS was established with the 
goal of promoting peace, 
development, and a more 
balanced global order by 
strengthening economic 
cooperation among developing 
nations. It has positioned itself 
as a counterweight to Western-
led institutions like the G7 and 
the IMF, advocating for a 
multipolar world and reforms in 
global governance systems. It 
promotes use of local currencies 
in trade. But what defines 
BRICS today is a strategic 
ambition: to insulate themselves 
from Washington‘s gravitational 
pull while cooperating to build a 
joint industrial base. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are things that the BRICS 
get right. Financial global 
institutions such as the 
International Monetary Fund 
are in need of reform; the rich 
world has failed to honour 
climate finance promises. The 
group‘s understandable 
response in the face of inaction 
is to create its own development 
bank to promote a form of green 
industrialisation. 
Yet, its size hides its 
contradictions. The grouping‘s 
call for more inclusive global 
institutions sounds welcome, 
but there is a preponderance of 
autocracies within its own 
ranks. BRICS is right that 
international law should be 
upheld in Middle Eastern 
conflicts.  
But it climbs down from its 
moral pedestal by condemning 
Ukraine‘s strikes on Russian  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
infrastructure – while staying 
silent on Moscow‘s relentless 
attacks on civilians. Though, the 
de dollarisation rhetoric serves 
more as a signal of intent than 
an imminent threat to dollar 
hegemony. A Guardian editorial 
on the latest BRICS summit 
opined that the, ‗BRICS nations 
can still close ranks. Their most 
technical yet revealing move is 
to start building financial 
―plumbing‖ to bypass western 
systems.  
The group is not ditching the 
dollar – but its members know 
what exclusion feels like: India 
had credit denied after the 2008 
crash; Iranian banks have been 
sanctioned since 2012. The 
bloc‘s success will depend not 
just on ambition, but on the 
capacity to coordinate across 
national interests.‖ This seems 
rather an uphill task.  
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Western Europe witnessing huge immigration 

wave due to Ukraine crisis 

Media turns 
into monster: 
Creates a 
wedge in 
society, uses 
propaganda 
to demonize a 
group 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of 
killings, injuries, sufferings 
and the dislocation of the 
Sudanese populace, has 
been one of the biggest 
humanitarian crises of our 
times. 
The shortage of food and 
water, along with the fear of 
violence, the displacement, 
the affected citizens living 
in extremely poor 
conditions, without the 
basic medicines, all this. 
 

The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. The 
unprecedented scale of 
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and the dislocation of the 
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humanitarian crises of our 
times. 
The shortage of food and 
water, along with the fear of 
violence, the displacement, 
the affected citizens living 
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basic medicines, all this. 
Hence, the reason is that 
the situation has to be 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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INVENTING NEW TERMS 
TO DEMONIZE MINORITIES 

The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‘s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as ‗radical‘,  ‗extremist‘, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere ‗suspect‘.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like ‗Love 
Jihad‘ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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