
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 
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Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can’t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
 

   INSIDE THE ASIAN TRIBUNE 

• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
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A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies’ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

Zohran Mamdani’s focus on real issues, 
clear views & his campaign won hearts 

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 
editor@asiantribune.net 

Now that a few days have passed 
after Zohran Mandani’s 
stunning victory in New York 
and discussions are over, it’s 
pertinent to look at the entire 
saga—campaign and election for 
the post of Mayor in arguably 
the most influential city in the 
world i.e. New York.  
The perception about any nation 
or a region in any other country 
is formed through media in their 
own country and unknowingly 
the impact on minds is per the 
tilt of media group owner ‘s 

ANALYSIS 

WHAT TV CHANNELS & SECTION OF MEDIA WOULDN’T TELL 
YOU 

political line, views, even location, 
future interests, expectations and 
association with the country. 
Billionaires, multiple lobbies, 
influencers and at least two major 
sections with deep pockets, apart 
from the owner of X, Elon Musk, 
were against Mamdani. 
But despite right-wing and section 
of supremacists’ efforts, Mamdani 
ran a clean campaign and was open 
about his views and remained 
natural about h is identity.  
There was open display of hate and 
a targeted campaign was launched 

on social media, when the first 
indication came that he was 
poised to win, but this didn’t 
have much affect, as Mamdani 
seemed honest, hiding nothing 
and natural from the 
beginning, addressing the real 
issues. In Asian countries, 
media men don’t realise that 
America has a history of 
Muslim heroes in the past, 
long before the recent 
immigration. 
Karim Abdul Jabbar was an 
icon6yrs ago. Mohammad 

Ali was a national hero. 
Louis Farrakhan was 
taking out Million 
March, half a century 
ago, too.  
Besides, it’s not about 
religion, always. All 
states and cities are 
different. Hispanics, 
Blacks form huge chunk 
of population in many 
big cities.   
Harsh anti-immigration 
policies & racism affect 
them too. [Contd on P 4] 
 



  

Withdrawing criminal charges in lynching 

case would be wrong, inhuman: Travesty of 

justice in Md Akhlaq’s killing! 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  

The Asian Tribune 
editor@asiantribune.net 
 
Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US’ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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the IPL with this 
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 

                                                               
Noor Mahwish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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A middle aged man was 
lynched by a mob that 
included his neighbours and 
residents of the same locality, 
in Bisada near Dadri, ten 
years ago.  
The man, Akhlaq, 52, was the 
father of n Indian Air Force 
(IAF) personnel.  
Yet, a loudspeaker at the 
temple announced that there 
was ‘banned’ meat in the 
fridge of his house.  
Subsequently, mob gathered 
at his house, attacked it, 
dragged him and killed him 
in cold blood.  
His younger son, Danish, was 
also injured in this brutal 
attack that took place on 
September 28, 2015.  
Later on, Indian Air Force 
also swung into action and 
got the family shifted from 
the region. Surprisingly, now 
The State government wants 
the charges dropped and 
prosecution has moved an 
application in this regard. 
After Dadri incident, there 
was anger. The temple priest 
said that it was not his fault 
and he was forced by two 
youths of the village, who had 
allegedly entered temple and 
made announcements from 
the temple, forcibly. 
Vishal Rana and his cousin 
Shivam were main accused 
apart from others. Vishal is 
son of BJP leader Sanjay 
Rana.After this incident, 
there were multiple cases in 
different parts of the 
country.Pahlu Khan, Junaid, 
Rakbar Khan and many other 
people were lynched. The 
right-wing vigilantes attacked 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for ‘promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society’. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, ‘it was not 
an offence’. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one’s religion, the incident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

on suspicion that anyone was 
carrying ‘beef’. The incidents, 
drew attention of Supreme court 
as well. Social activists staged 
protests and Muslims even went 
to Idgahs and mosques, wearing 
black bands, to protest the killings 
that were taking place in different 
states.  People were attacked in 
trains and on the streets.  
 

Holding events to create  
 
Uttar Pradesh government has 
now sought that the charges 
be withdrawn in the case.  
It has said that the statements 
of some of members of 
Akhlaq’s family were not 
matching and hence the case 
should be withdrawn.   
It would indeed be a travesty 

 
true shamelessness, he 
 
of justice that such a 
horrible incident that 
occurred in Uttar Pradesh 
and that was a cold 
blooded murder, in fact, 
an organized killing, 
would be hushed up, after 
ten years.  
[editor@asiantribune.net] 
  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

When charges are dropped, criminals get emboldened. They can later contest election & become 
leaders, lawmakers too! 

REAL ISSUE 

Lynching incidents had mostly occurred in UP, Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand et al. 
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in 
society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
www.asiantribune.net 
 
The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

NATION 

When one group is seen as ‘other’, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers 
and the TV channels, so often show the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words 
to describe them.  
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The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person’s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as ‘radical’,  ‘extremist’, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere ‘suspect’.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like ‘Love 
Jihad’ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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Leading educationist, author who dreamt of a 

world where women fly planes, run varsities 

The Asian Tribune 
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An author and educationist 
who opened a famous school 
for girls more than a century 
ago, Begum Rokeya Sakhawat 
Hossain, is one of the most 
inspiring women and a role 
model in the sub-continent.  
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain was 
a multi-faceted personality 
who was champion of women's 
rights and a writer.  
In fact, she wrote extensively 
and left two volumes that has 
collections of her essays apart 
from a famous novel.  
She dreamt of a world where 
women were at the top--
working as scientists, flying 
aircrafts, running universities 
and taking stand against war.  
Talking about the woman’s 
achievements, just remember 
the era she belongs to--she was 
born before Maulana Azad and 
Jawahar  Lal Nehru.  
She presided over education 
conference, organized women, 
opened the school that runs in 
Kolkata till today [now run by 
the State government].  
After marriage, her husband 
fully backed her and she went 
on to learn English. Begum 
Rokeya had gone from house 
to house, urging women to 
send their daughters to the 
school. She attended multiple 
conclaves and conferences, 
even presided over the ‘Indian 
Women's Conference. 

 
In his political life, he 
remained a leader who was 
firm on principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and 
again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor 
of Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested 
and won in Lok Sabha 
elections too. One must 
remember than Bengal and 
Punjab were most affected by 
partition. West Bengal was left 
with few influential politicians 
from the Muslim community, 
after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

in Sodepur in North 24 

Parganas in West Bengal, 
India. She was born in 
undivided India and she is a 
hero in Bangladesh too.  
BBC's poll had her listed at the 
sixth place among greatest 
Bengalis of all time.  

Syed Badrudduja 

Her work in the field of 
girls’ education inspired 
generations.  Definitely, the 
role of early women leaders, 
writers,  educationists, 
teachers and activists is 
huge and unforgettable. 

 
Her life is a shining example 
of how a woman in that era, 
worked hard for the 
emancipation of women. She 
presided over women’s 
conferences. 
She died in 1932, at the age 
of just 52. She was buried 

       Begum Rokeya 

 

Begum Rokeya is 

remembered as a 

symbol of women's 

rights, education and 

empowerment.  

 

She wrote two volumes 

of essays and also 

Sultana's Dream, the 

novel that centres on 

women. 

 

She set up a famous 

school for girls, founded 

Association that worked 

for education and 

employment among 

women, apart from 

presiding over the 

Bengal Women's 

Education Conference in 

Kolkata in 1926. 

 

Also, she presided the 

Indian Women’s 

Conference. Rokeya 

Day is observed on 

December 9. 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Measures to boost rural economy get a fillip 

in Western India, Deccan and North East  

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 

November 16, 2025, Sunday 

 
By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  

 The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 

By Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 
 
AMERICA is a nation of 
immigrants and United States' 
strength lies in its diversity. 
When the migrants started 
coming, there were natives– the 
American Indians who already 
lived here. In later centuries, 
immigration continued and the 
Americans took pride in 
terming United States as a 
nation that drew people from 
across the world. 
But, in recent years, right-wing 
supremacists came up with a 
different stance. In recent years, 
there was crackdown on not just 
illegal migration but also 
narrative against immigrants 
gained ground in a section of 
society. Media houses and right-
wing groups spread propaganda 
and even using term 'alien' (sic) 
became a fashion.  
Elon Musk, who owns the X 
platform, is also an immigrant. 
He hails from South Africa. 
Hence, despite being an 
immigrant, the new stance of a 
section of right-wing in 
America, is that a person from 
Asia or Africa, a man who is 
Hispanic or Black, is seen as 
'other' but a person like Musk 
who hails from South Africa is a 
natural immigrant because of 

his race. It's no more shocking 
that Elon Musk launched 
Grokipedia that is seen as an 
encyclopedia that gives 
responses in accordance with 
right-wing ideology.  
Besides, he selectively posted 
messages and talked about 
incidents in a way that show 
immigrants from Asia, Africa or 
Hispanics and Blacks in poor 
light. However, despite his huge 
following--over 229 million, the 
other big influencers from 
Europe and US, becoming part 
of the propaganda against 
Mamdani, they couldn't stop 
him.  
Mamdani, who is a Muslim, has 
Indian ancestry and roots in 
India as well as Uganda. He 
didn't have a huge budget and 
didn't get much proactive 
support from the party’s 
traditional system either.  
But, the 34-year-old brought a 
freshness and energy to the 
campaign.  
He made a strong connect with 
the people and didn't 
compromise on his values. 
When asked about Israel, he 
said that as Mayor his priority 
was to stay in New York and 
solve the issues in the city, as 
this is his job and also the prime 

responsibility. A section of 
media and journalists with 
right-wing tilt, tried to present it 
as his bias against Israel. But, 
this helped him due to the 
public sentiment.  
He met Jews and assured them 
that he would ensure safety. It 
struck a chord with the section 
of people who want an 'America 
First' policy. 
Masses have been visibly 
uncomfortable about the open 
and excessive subservience 
of a number of American 
politicians towards foreign 
country [and foreign land], 
especially, due to the powerful 
lobbies that have huge money at 
their disposal. 
The 2025 NYC Mayoral election 
didn't remain a city poll, but an 
election that drew attention of 
the entire world. Mamdani 
secured over 50% votes and 
defeated Andrew Cuomo, the 
independent candidate and 
Republican Curtis Sliwa.  
He called killings in Gaza, a 
'genocide’. He said that ordinary 
New Yorker was finding it 
increasingly tough to deal with 
rising costs.  
While media in other countries 
was showing New York as per 
their own lens and as outsiders,  

reality is that many journalists 
in Europe and Asia are not even 
aware of basics about America. 
They have fixed views about the 
vast nation that is spread over 
95,00,000 sq kms and has 50 
states.  
Some states are bigger than 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Afghanistan and Spain. 
However, for a section of media 
men outside US, its their 
ideology first and they talk 
about their own expectations 
and personal beliefs, rather than 
understanding the ground 
realities of United States or 
issues of the common American 
citizens.  
President Trump used the term 
'socialist menace' for Zohran 
Mamdani.  
But for resident of New York, 
the issues that affect them--
rising rents or crumbling 
subway that mattered most. 
Outsiders didn't even know that 
New York has nearly 24% Blacks 
and 29% Latino. Further, New 
York has over 15% Asians.  
Not just Muslims and Jews, New 
York has a substantial Sikh 
population. Hindus are a strong 
community as well. Buddhists 
too number around 85,000. 
Email: editor @asiantribune.net 

Media’s failure to understand the ground 
realities and journalists’ conditioning that 
stops them from getting right conclusions 

SUCCESS STORY 

Understanding US: Mamdani's plank was 'affordability'. He focused on housing, 
promised rent freeze on stabilized units, building new affordable units, ending 
developer tax breaks, universal free childcare, fare-free buses and expanded 
subway prices, dollar 25 minimum wage by 2027, addressing concerns of the gig 
works, community-led reforms, investing in mental health crisis et al.  

US is 
a 
huge 
coun
try  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger than countries of Europe. 
Further, American cities have immense diversity. Large sections of 
populace includes big groups like Hispanics, Blacks, Asians & those from 
Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or Democrats, left-wing or right-
wing. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, 
Hindu, Sikh or Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, issues 
change from region to region. 


