
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‟t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
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A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‟ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

Civil war, crumbling infrastructure and 
citizens’ unending woes in Myanmar 

The Asian Tribune 
editor@asiantribune.net 

Myanmar is in deep crisis. The 
citizens are suffering as inflation 
is rising, manufacturing has 
been affected badly due to years 
of political turmoil. 
Thousands have lost their lives 
in the conflict that has shaken 
the country over the last few 
years, especially, after the 
military coup.  
The repression has led to a 
climate of fear. Army had over 
after a coup on February 1, 2021. 
The government led by Aung 
San Suu Kyi was overthrown.  

ANALYSIS 

COUNTRY IN CRISIS: POVERTY, INFLATION, SUFFERING & VIOLENCE   

Dissidents were arrested and 
jailed. Meanwhile, the ethnic 
armed organizations and 
resistance forces like People's 
Defence Force (PDF) and Arakan 
Army, Kachin Independence 
Army kept on fighting in different 
regions.   
This fragmentation led to a 
situation that at one point junta 
controlled just 21% of territory 
while resistance maintained hold 
over 42% of the country's land. 
The SAC is at the helm in 
Myanmar. As army's governing 

body, it resorted to harsh 
measures that included air 
strikes. The villages were burnt, 
people were killed and 
opposition leaders were 
detained. China‟s tilt towards 
junta has emboldened the 
regime. But this has done little to 
improve the situation.  
Tens of millions are in dire need 
of aid. Unemployment has grown 
in a big way and the country has 
become poor. The economy is in 
shambles and the institutions are 
crumbling.  

The repression is severe 
and it includes raids, 
torture and killings. Food 
scarcity is affecting the 
citizens and still there is 
no sign of any  
positive change.  
Western countries have 
been raising the issue of 
atrocities during junta 
regime and sanctions have 
been imposed, the country 
is caught in a vicious cycle 
of violence. (Complete 
report inside)  
 



  

Scientist whose research led to the first high-
yielding Pusa 1 & Pusa 44 varieties, boosting 
India’s rice export, benefiting farmers 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‟ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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EA Siddiq is among the 
leading scientists of the 
country and he is widely 
respected for his research in 
the field of agricultural 
research. 
Hailing from Tamil Nadu, 
Siddiq, had a tough life in his 
early years and it was a long 
journey for him—from an 
unprivileged childhood to 
becoming a researcher and 
scientist of high repute. 
His research on genetic 
research & applied breeding 
of rice, for improving the 
yield and quality, led to 
development of several high-
yielding rice varieties 
including Pusa 1 and quick 
maturing varieties like Pusa 
2-21, Pusa 33, Pusa 4 and 
Pusa 834. 
Siddiq was born in 1937. He 
hails from village Ilayangudi 
in Ramanathapuram, which 
now falls under the newly 
carved out Sivaganga district. 
He was brought up by his 
mother, as his father was in 
Burma during the World War 
II. His mother wanted him to 
excel in studies. She passed 
way but EAS carried forward 
the dream and worked hard.  
After a degree in Bioscience 
(Trichy), he devoted himself 
to genetics & plant breeding. 
In his book, EAS has written 
about his life and the painful 
phase. Today, he is acclaimed 
worldwide for his 
contribution in he field of 
agriculture. But he remains a 
man who is humble to the hilt 
and is rooted to the ground. 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for „promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‟. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, „it was not 
an offence‟. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‟s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Legendary MS Swaminathan has 
this to say about EA Siddiq,  
 “I always admired two of his 
significant contributions—
innovative breeding approaches 
that enabled him evolve the 
world‟s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa 
Basmati 1 that provided the plant 
type base for a few more to follow 
and increased by many folds, 
India‟s basmati rice export and the 
variety Pusa-44 that by  virtue of 
its amenability to combine harvest 
is sustaining the most 

productive rice-wheat system 
in the north western segment 
of the Indo Gangetic  plains.  
As the Project Director, ICAR-
Indian Institute of Rice 
Research, Hyderabad 
and Deputy Director General 
ICAR Delhi, how he helped 
handicapped rice ecologies of 
rainfed eastern India to raise 
its production and 
productivity by his meticulous 
planning and execution of the 
coordinated network projects 
and the extensive frontline  

demonstrations, speak of 
his research managerial 
efficiency”. 
Siddiq‟s contribution in 
the field of science, has 
brought him numerous 
awards like  Om Prakash 
Bhasin award, Norman 
Borlaug Award, Rafi 
Ahmed Kidwai prize, 
INSA Medal & many 
others. He was member of 
PM‟s scientific advisory 
council too. 
Email: shams.alavi@gmail.com 

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in genetics & plant breeding brought up high-yielding rice  varieties  
like dwarf basmati variety, Pusa Basmati 1 & several others, which led to increase in  
India’s basmati rice export, in process, passing the benefits to farmers. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

“I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‟s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‟s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.” 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‟s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in 
society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
www.asiantribune.net 
 
The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

CULTURE 

When one group is seen as „other‟, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers 
and the TV channels, so often show the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words 
to describe them.  
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The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‟s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as „radical‟,  „extremist‟, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere „suspect‟.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like „Love 
Jihad‟ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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Cuisine, cutlery & ‘chashak’: Food tasters, 

cooks & history of fragrant food in Awadh  

 
 
 
 
Awadh, the region that is part 
of central Uttar Pradesh, is 
known for its unique cuisine. 
Traditionally, these delicacies 
were prepared & later served to 
guests on a dastar-khaan 
(cotton sheet) laid on the takht 
(four leg hard surface made of 
wood) with four bedposts at 
each corner so that the breeze, 
won‟t affect the dastar-khaan 
and it was on this sheet of 
cloth, plates and bowls were 
laid for the food to be served 
in.  
The plates had a significance 
and were peculiar in nature. 
They had multiple qualities--
like the family members and 
guests ate in the plates and 
could detect the change if there 
was a harmful substance or 
poison in the food, thereby 
protect themselves from any 
conspiracy or an enemy's evil 
plan.  
Awadh has been known for 
preparation of rich food and 
the region stands out in the 
techniques used in cooking--
exotic food with flavour and 
taste that is matchless. Apart 
from Awadh, Delhi and 
Hyderabad too had such 
traditions of food but the 
mughlai food of Awadh reigned 
supreme. The reason is the 
effort in the method of 
cooking, preparation and the 
manner in which cooking was 
turned into an art.  There were 
three classes of cooks who 
prepared the savoury dishes. 
The first category of cooks 
belonged to the class that was 
responsible for washing the 
deg, mahi tawaz and kafgeer 
used in cooking. This class was 
known as deg shor and they 

 
In his political life, he 
remained a leader who was 
firm on principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and 
again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor 
of Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested 
and won in Lok Sabha 
elections too. One must 
remember than Bengal and 
Punjab were most affected by 
partition. West Bengal was left 
with few influential politicians 
from the Muslim community, 
after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

have varieties and versions 
that are different and draw 
instant attention due to their 
aroma as well as rich taste.  
Transportation was tough in 
the past and people stayed at 
caravanserais. More affordable 
was food at bhatiyar-khanas. 
Pulao and biryani are different 
dishes. The rice in pulao is not 
colored with saffron.  
The spices are put into a cloth 
bag. Later, the neck of the bag 
is tied with a string and it is 
left in the water to boil. 
As a result, these spices release 
the aroma of the contents of 
the bag. 
In biryani, the meat is 
prepared with the spices and 
then separately, the rice is 
boiled. The hot water in which 
the rice is boiled in is drained 
out, then in a large 'deg', the 
boiled rice is spread out. 
Later, the mutton that has 
been prepared with qorma 
spices is laid in layers.  
Once the layers are full, the lid 
of the deg is covered and 
sealed with aata. Other 
preparations of meat, include 
the finely minced that is mixed 
with aromatic spices and made 
into balls, known as kofta. 

Syed Badrudduja 

The shaami kabaab is 
another delicacy and though 
it is available in other 
regions too, Awadh chefs 
specialize in cooking the 
different varieties of kababs. 
The rakaabdaar were mainly 
hired by nawabs, feudal and 
the rich class in the past. 
They were just answerable 
to their masters and came 
up with new dishes at the 
instance of their masters. 
The households often hired 
male and female chashak.  
The chashak would taste the 
food before it was served, in 
order to ensure quality, 
taste, standard of cooking 
and also to ward off any 
conspiracy or plot to poison.  
Besides, the chashak had 
pets like cats, dogs, parrots 
and pigeons. The pets too 
were served parts of the 
food in case of doubt and 
the affect of consumption of 
the particular food on them, 
was seen and examined.  
There was a difference 
between the culinary culture 
in Awadh and the food 
tradition in Delhi, which 
was the seat of Empire. In 
Mughlai Awadhi dishes, the 
aroma of clove could be felt. 
These changes are known to 
gourmets, as one region 
may have use of kewda for 
fragrance or other region 
may have black pepper.  
It is important to mention 
that in order to thicken the 
gravy of qorma, khashkhash 
was used here, whereas at 
other places, spices were 
grounded and paste was 
made before it was added to 
gravy  in order to thicken it.  
This is the first part of a 
series of articles under the 
Heritage Lane series. These 
articles would focus on 
heritage and history. The 
next part will appear soon.  

 
were men who were 
responsible for the initial 
process and preparation of 
the food, before the chef's 
arrival on the scene.  
The next category was the 
bawarchi, who was mainly 
responsible for cooking large 
amount of food in the deg 
and maahi tawaz. Then, the 
third category was the 
rakaab daars who were 
mainly responsible for 
cooking small haandi. 
Truly speaking, these were 
the ones who used to try new 
recipes of food to arouse the 
interest of the members of 
the household as well as that 
of the guests. They had the 
expertise in laying food in 
plates and bowls in style and 
they presented food in a way 
that it appeared appetizing 
and also drew attention of 
the guests.  
The fourth was naan-baai 
who skillfully prepared the 
sheermaal, chapaati, kulchaa 
and other form of unique 
rotis.  
Pulao, biryani, qorma, kabab 
are among the few dishes 
that are widely known but 
each of these dishes also 
 
 

       Begum Rokeya 

Prashant Gautam, Pexels.com 

Photo: Prashant Gautam, Pexels 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Measures to boost rural economy get a fillip 

in Western India, Deccan and North East  

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 
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By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  

 The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Myanmar has thrown the 
country into an abyss of chaos 
and instability. 
Now it is known for poverty and 
poor governance.  In fact, 
Myanmar is now seen as one of 
the most politically unstable 
countries in Asia.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
On one hand, junta has leaders 
like the veteran general, Min 
Aung Hlaing, who heads the 
government and has power in 
his hands, mainly due to 
repressive tactics. Tens of 
thousands were arrested and 
opponents like Aung San Suu 
Kyi were detained.  

 
Despite public anger, the SAC 
regime remains in the saddle, 
firmly.  
Masses have been visibly upset 
and there is unrest. However, 
the strong arm action, has kept 
the junta  afloat. Nearly one 
third of the country‟s population 
needs humanitarian aid. 

 
 
 
 
More than 3.5 million people 
have been internally displaced.  
Also, due to failing economy and 
crumbling institutions, illegal 
narco trafficking has become a 
major issue.  
The flow of refugees is a major 
cause of concern, along with 
unemployment. Will it change? 
 

Is Myanmar turning into a failed state? 

SUCCESS STORY 

*Myanmar is spread over an area of 676,579 sq km and has a population of 
nearly 55 million. Since 2021, the country has been going through a period of 
instability. GDP has shrunk and over 18 million are in need of humanitarian aid.  
 
*The conflict has resulted in a situation that thousands have lost their lives and 
tens of millions are in dire need of aid. It has been ranked at the bottom--153rd 
among 163 countries on the index that tracks peace in countries, the most 
peaceful at the top. 

US is 
a 
huge 
coun
try  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger than 
countries of Europe. Further, American cities have 
immense diversity. Large sections of populace 
includes big groups like Hispanics, Blacks, Asians 
& those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 

International community hasn’t taken active interest, though the 
situation has gone from bad to worse in the last few years.  
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