
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‘t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
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Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
Page 3 

 

A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‘ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

India steps into 2026 as world’s 4th 
biggest Economy, overtakes Japan 

     

The Asian Tribune 
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The year 2026 has begun with 
India turning into world‘s fourth 
largest economy.  
After United States of America 
(USA), China & Germany, India 
sits next, displacing Japan. 
When countries are compared,  

WIDE ANGLE 

*Germany 3rd. India is 4th biggest economy 
 

one of the metrics that is used to 
assess the change at international 
level, is 'nominal GDP'. 
Indian economy has grown since 
liberalization. Different factors 
have contributed to the change--
first is demographic and the 
 

second is digitization. India has a 
huge population--in fact, it is 
now world's most populous 
nation at over 1.45 billion. In the 
next few years, trend suggest that 
India would overtake Germany 
too.US, China, India would be 

the topmost i.e. three 
largest economies. US will 
maintain its dominance. 
But many countries will 
grow  fast & reshape world 
economy. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

*United States & China are at 1st & 2nd place 

*Japan goes down to the fifth spot 

*UK, France, Italy at 6th, 7th & 8th positions 

*More than 1 million Russian military 
men died, as per claims. 

*War going on for 3 years & nine months                  

*Over 10 million people have to leave 
their homes due to the conflict 

*The ongoing war has been one of the 
worst for Russia too, since World War II 

INSIDE: THE ASIAN TRIBUNE 

*Big challenge: How to stop 
hate crimes, racial attacks, 
lynching incidents and cases 
of mob violence. Page 2. 

*Contaminated water 
causes deaths, minister’s 
response comes as a shock. 
Page 3. 

* Beyond the burn: Delhi's 
winter smog intensified 
even after stubbe fires fade. 
Page 4. 

*Russia 9th, Canada 10th in the top ten list 

Apart from the above mentioned top 

ten countries, certain other nations are 

also growing fast.  

Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, United Arab 

Emirates (UAE), South Korea, Saudi 

Arabia & Philippines are countries 

that are likely to have bigger and 

robust economies in the next few years. 

Egypt, Nigeria will  also  emerge 

stronger by 2030. 

The Big Challenge: How 
to control mob violence? 

Read the report in this 
issue, check inside pages. 
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Big challenge: How to stop mob violence, 
attacks on streets & lynching incidents! 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‘ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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Almost an entire  decade has elapsed but the 
incidents of mob violence & lynching, continue 
unabated. 
Once again, a number of such cases have been 
reported from different regions. The manner in 
which groups of youth have  targeted innocents 
and attacked them, brutally, has raised a 
serious question.  
Worse, it is no longer limited to certain states 
or just  a particular geographical region, but 
even in South India. 
Angel Chakma, 24, an MBA student, was 
attacked in Dehradun, Uttarakhand on 
December 9. He received deep wounds and 
died a few days later. Chakma was at a shop 
when a group of men, targeted him and used 
racial slurs. His kin said that Chakma kept 
pleading that he was Indian but the attackers 
didn't bother. 
They assaulted him and attacked him with 
knife. He battled for life for several days, until 
he died on December 26. He hailed from 
Tripura. Protests were held and candle light 
marches were organized in different cities.  
In another incident, Ram Narayan Baghel, 31, 
was attacked and killed in Palakkad in Kerala. 
He was a migrant worker, who was termed 
'Bangladeshi' by a group of local youth.  
Baghel belonged to Chhattisgarh and had gone 
to Kerala for work. However, he was 'suspected 
as a man from Bangladesh' and was brutally 
beaten. The attackers made a video and it 
recorded the incident, especially, how he was 
asked about his language and nationality, apart 
from being seen as a suspected 'Bangladeshi'. 
He succumbed to the injuries.  
On December 5, Mohammad Athar Hussain 
was on his way, when he was intercepted by a 
group of assailants, who first asked his name, 
then subjected him to extreme brutality.  
His private parts were checked, he was beaten 
up and was branded with hot iron rod. A 
garment trader, Athar Husain, hailed from 
Nawada in Bihar. He was critically injured and 
was later admitted to hospital. His statement 
was recorded but he couldn't survive.  
Yet another incident occurred in Madhubani 
where a person was targeted and assaulted by a 
group.  
An incident of mob attack was reported from 
Rajasthan too. In this incident, people 
attackers suspected that he was not an Indian 
national and were also heard , mentioning his 
religion. Time to stop  this anarchy.  
          [Email: editor@asiantribune.net] 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for ‗promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‘. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, ‗it was not 
an offence‘. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‘s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in 
genetics & plant breeding 
brought up high-yielding 
rice  varieties. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

―I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‘s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‘s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.‖ 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‘s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 

January 1, 2026, Thursday 

 
By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  

 The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 
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The deaths due to the supply 
of contaminated water in 
Indore, shook the region. 
This tragedy led to loss of over 
a dozen lives in Bhagirathpura 
in Indore. But, even when it 
led to a scare in the 
commercial capital of Madhya 
Pradesh, it was clear that the 
inept administration was 
mainly responsible for this 
crisis. People had complained 
 

 
 
 
 
 
to the civic body earlier also, but 
there was no prompt action.  
Locals had told the municipal 
officials that water that had a 
foul smell and bad odour was 
being supplied to their houses. 
Yet, action was not taken for 
days. There was suspicion that 
the sewage was getting mixed 
into the  drinking water supply. 
As a result, people were getting 
sick and the situation took a 
serious turn.  
 
 

 
Hundreds were admitted to the 
hospital. However, even when 
there were deaths, local officials 
tried to suppress it and the 
figure of deaths was  not being 
revealed.  
As the figure of deaths went into 
double digits, Indore strongman 
and Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs in MP government, 
Kailash Vijayvargiya responded 
to a journalist‘s query, in a 
strange manner. 

 
 
 
 
He used terms like ‗phokat‘ 
[useless] and tried to divert the 
issue. In fact, he  used a word 
‗ghanta‘ that is used in local 
parlance, to deflect the query. 
The video went viral and he had 
to later express his apology.  
But, the fact is that nearly 15 
persons  including an infant, 
died, and the officials appeared 
apathetic and negligent, passing 
the buck.  Tragic indeed. 
Email: editor@asiantribune.net 

Contaminated water causes deaths in Indore 

SUCCESS STORY 

Minister’s response to reporter’s question, turns out to be another shocker 

US is 
a 
huge 
coun
try  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger than 
countries of Europe. Further, American cities have 
immense diversity. Large sections of populace 
includes big groups like Hispanics, Blacks, Asians 
& those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 

editor@asiantribune.net             X/Twitter: @asiantribunenet           www.asiantribune.net            The Asian Tribune, Boston 



BEYOND 

PAGE 4 

Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in 
society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

ISSUES 

When one group is seen as ‗other‘, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers 
and the TV channels, so often show the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words 
to describe them.  
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The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‘s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as ‗radical‘,  ‗extremist‘, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere ‗suspect‘.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like ‗Love 
Jihad‘ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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Beyond the burn: Delhi’s winter smog 
intensifies even after stubble fires fade 
The Asian Tribune 
editor@asiantribune.net 
A new analysis by Centre for 
Science and Environment 
(CSE) sheds light on the 
shifting air quality trends in 
Delhi and the National 
Capital Region (NCR). The 
study compares the early 
winter months of October 
and November—a period 
heavily influenced by farm 
fires—with the post-farm fire 
period of December, when 
the impact of stubble burning 
becomes negligible. 
This post-stubble phase has 
seen intense, widespread 
smog across NCR – more 
severe than the stubble 
burning period.  
―These findings reveal a 
concerning reality: Delhi‘s 
winter pollution does not 
dissipate once stubble 
burning ends; instead, it 
intensifies. Despite the farm-
fire contribution to PM2.5 
levels dropping sharply in 
December, average PM2.5 
levels have actually 
increased. The stark contrast 
between declining fire 
influence and rising pollution 
levels indicates dominance of 
local and regional sources 
like—vehicles, industry, 
waste burning, solid fuels for 
domestic cooking and 
heating.  

 
In his political life, he 
remained a leader who was 
firm on principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and 
again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor 
of Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested 
and won in Lok Sabha 
elections too. One must 
remember than Bengal and 
Punjab were most affected by 
partition. West Bengal was left 
with few influential politicians 
from the Muslim community, 
after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It also reveals that Delhi's 
pollution is as much a matter 
of atmospheric chemistry as 
it is of direct emissions due 
to secondary pollutants and 
trans-boundary pollution. 
This assessment indicates 
that air quality cannot be 

Syed Badrudduja 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delhi‘s winter pollution is 
a complex, structural 
crisis, it is independent of 
seasonal agricultural 
activities. Study identifies 
‗dual challenge‘ that 
requires a serious policy 
shift. 
 
  
 
This requires shifts in the 
policy focus. 

 
 
 
 
 

       Begum Rokeya 

Prashant Gautam, Pexels.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

improved or changed simply 
by managing visible smoke. 
It requires a coordinated 
strategy to reduce the 
invisible precursor gases 
emitted by vehicles & 
industries across the entire 
regional air shed.  

Zac Colah’s movie shows how identities built by exclusionary narratives inherited from partition. 
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