
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‟t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
Page 3 

 

A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‟ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

USA Vs Iran: Reason behind enmity & 
America’s antipathy towards Tehran  
     

The Asian Tribune 
www.asiantribune.net 

For more than 45 years, the two 
countries—US and Iran have 
been adversaries. 
America, the super power, 
seems obsessed with Iran and it 
constantly issues statements, 
applies sanctions  & uses other 

WIDE ANGLE 

*Germany 3rd. India is 4th biggest economy 
 

possible measures to corner Iran.  
Rhetoric, propaganda and coup 
attempts are also part of this  
exercise. 
There are other countries too that 
have nuclear programs and there 
are authoritarian nations that are 
 
 

allies of USA. Also, countries that 
don‟t do well on human rights 
and are known to crush dissent, 
exist in different parts of the 
world. 
But regarding Iran, US‟ obsessive 
focus & wish for a regime change 

is at another level. The 
strategic reasons, regional 
dominance  in Middle 
East & other aims, are 
behind this bitter and old 
feud. Read on Page 4. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

*More than 1 million Russian military 
men died, as per claims. 

*War going on for 3 years & nine months                  

*Over 10 million people have to leave 
their homes due to the conflict 

*The ongoing war has been one of the 
worst for Russia too, since World War II 

INSIDE: THE ASIAN TRIBUNE 

*Revolutionary leader’s role 
in the attack on British 
residency during freedom 
struggle. Page 2. 

*Gambia drags Myanmar to 
International court over 
Rohingya genocide, hearing 
begins. Page 3. 

* Iran is seen as a roadblock 
in US’ scheme of things in 
West Asia. Page 4. 

There are many 

countries that don’t 

have democracy but 

United States has 

excellent relations 

with them. 

Many other nations 

are accused of gross  

human rights’ abuse 

but this  fact is not 

mentioned and it 

doesn’t come in way 

of US’ relations.  

Then, what makes 

US and Iran, such 

bitter opponents! 

*Iran had nationalized its oil sector in 1951. The 
decision had angered Britain, which wanted control 
over oil & saw it as a blow to its economic interests.  
 
*Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh‟s 
government in Iran was toppled, in 1953. The coup 
was engineered by CIA and MI6 [US-UK‟ agencies]. 
 
*In 1953, Reza Pahlavi returned to power as the 
Mosaddegh led regime fell in Tehran. During Shah‟s 
authoritarian rule, Iran remained a strong US ally. 
 
*In 1979, Shah‟s government was overthrown. After 
Khomeini‟s return & the Islamic revolution in Iran, 
there was an end of formal diplomatic relations 
between US and Iran.   

Read the report in this 
issue, check inside pages. 

Analysing the complex relationship and reasons behind the hostility 
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Revolutionary freedom fighter Turrebaz Khan 
had attacked British residency during freedom 
movement 
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thereby 
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lives of 
people 
around 
them. 
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International 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‟ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  

 

"Impossible for 
@RCBTweets to win 
the IPL with this 
bowling attack," 

The Asian Tribune 

ation 
January 16, 2026, FRIDAY 

N 

Michael Vaughan 

Michael Vaughan 

"Impossible for 
@RCBTweets to win 
the IPL with this 

bowling attack," 

ABOVE BOX MADE BY 
TAKING BELOW TEXT 
TO THE MIDDLE OF 
ARTICLE ON THE PAGE  

Michael Vaughan 

    The Asian Tribune 

'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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Turrebaz Khan was the revolutionary who 
led the audacious attack on British residency 
in Hyderabad during the first war of 
Independence in 1857.  
This heroic act and the supreme sacrifice of 
soldiers, had caused a stir in the entire 
region.  
The attack was planned in order to free the 
rebel Indian soldiers who were held in 
prison, there.  
Earlier, as news from the North about the 
revolution in Oudh and other regions 
arrived, there was resentment among people 
in Hyderabad too. Like most of the other 
princely states, here too the ruling class was 
pro-British.  
Cheeda Khan had revolted against British 
when the state contingent's 3rd cavalry was 
ordered to march to Delhi, at Buldhana. He 
had refused to fight for the East India 
Company and left with other soldiers. 
However, they were arrested and handed to 
Resident.  
In order to rescue them, Sher-i-Hyderabad 
Turrebaz Khan and other revolutionaries 
surrounded the Residency. As large number 
of rebel soldiers reached, Turrebaz Khan 
and Maulvi Alauddin along with Rohillas 
demolished wall and broke into the 
residency. There was a full-fledged battle.  
A large number of rebel soldiers were 
martyred. Treachery and deceit, particularly, 
role of several officials who had sent 
information to British officials about the 
impending attack, was responsible for the 
defeat.  
Turrebaz Khan got injured but managed to 
escape. He was later identified and arrested. 
He was asked about whereabouts of Maulvi 
Alauddin but he refused. He was to be sent 
to Andaman Nicobar but he managed to 
escape from the prison on January 18, 1859.  
Now, an amount of Rs 5,000 was announced 
on his arrest. This was a huge cash reward 
by the standards of the era. He was caught 
and killed [shot dead].Khan's body was 
hanged by a tree near Residency. This was to 
send a strong message to the revolutionaries 
as well as the ordinary people.  
[Excerpt from an article that was first 
published at www.anindianmuslim.com] 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for „promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‟. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, „it was not 
an offence‟. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‟s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in 
genetics & plant breeding 
brought up high-yielding 
rice  varieties. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

“I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‟s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‟s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.” 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‟s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  

The memorial in memory of Turrebaz Khan alias Tura Baz Khan in  
Hyderabad. Devireddy Subramanyam Reddy's book on the right. 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 

January 16, 2026, Friday 

 
By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  

 The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 
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The case of atrocities on the 
Rohingya minority in 
Myanmar finally reached the 
international court of justice 
and the hearing has begun. 
The role of Gambia, a small 
African nation, has been vital 
in this fight for justice against 
Myanmar.  
As third party, Gambia had 
approached ICJ and it later 
got the support of many other  

 
 
 
 
 
countries. This week the hearing 
began and Gambia's attorney 
general and justice minister 
Dawda A Jallow stated in front 
of the ICJ that the Myanmar 
government had targeted the 
Rohingya, a minority, and 
aimed at the latter's destruction. 
Later on, Myanmar officials 
tried to defend the role of the 
government and said that the 
charges of genocide and 
atrocities were not correct.  
 
 

 
Hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingya were forced to leave 
the country due to the killings 
and attacks over a long period. 
The Rohingya populace that was 
mainly concentrated in Rakhine 
state, was targeted and had been 
subjected to discrimination over 
a long period.  
Human rights agencies had been 
documenting  the injustice—
from denial of citizenship to 
discrimination in jobs and other  

 
 
 
 
ways of harassment, until the  
community was brutally 
attacked in the last decade.  
Hundreds of thousands had to 
leave their land. Their 
settlements were burnt and 
bombed. Rohingya refugees live 
in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Saudi 
Arab, Pakistan and several other 
countries. In view of their 
immense suffering, the ICJ case 
assumes significance.  
Email: editor@asiantribune.net 

Hearing starts in ICJ over Rohingya genocide 

SUCCESS STORY 

Gambia, a tiny nation, drags Myanmar to International Court of Justice 

US is 
a 
huge 
coun
try  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger than 
countries of Europe. Further, American cities have 
immense diversity. Large sections of populace 
includes big groups like Hispanics, Blacks, Asians 
& those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 

editor@asiantribune.net             X/Twitter: @asiantribunenet           www.asiantribune.net            The Asian Tribune, Boston 
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in 
society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

WORLD 

When one group is seen as „other‟, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers 
and the TV channels, so often show the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words 
to describe them.  
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The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‟s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as „radical‟,  „extremist‟, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere „suspect‟.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like „Love 
Jihad‟ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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For US, Iran is an impediment to its strategic 

interests & military influence in West Asia 

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 
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US‟ age-old conflict with Iran 
is not just due to US' 
differences over certain 
issues or the super power‟s 
wish to promote democracy 
& promote human rights.  
Rather, it is a mix of 
geopolitics, strategic interests 
and aim to strengthen its 
influence in Arab world, 
especially, because US is a 
global super power and Iran's 
stand & independent policy 
(or defiance) don't suit the 
American scheme of things—
in the US-led global order.  
Several monarchies in 
Middle East are US„ allies. 
Hence, the authoritarian rule 
or lack of democratic values 
doesn't bother America. US 
has its military bases in those 
Arab nations.  
However, Iran's case is 
altogether different, as it is 
seen as an adversary with 
ambitions to establish its own 
influence in the region.  
Iran is a large country and it 
has its proxies in different 
countries in the region viz. 
Hezbollah, Houthis & 
Hamas. It is seen as a country 
that can counter Israel, which 
is America's strongest ally & 
partner. Tel Aviv has 
relations with a host of Arab 

 
In his political life, he 
remained a leader who was 
firm on principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and 
again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor 
of Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested 
and won in Lok Sabha 
elections too. One must 
remember than Bengal and 
Punjab were most affected by 
partition. West Bengal was left 
with few influential politicians 
from the Muslim community, 
after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

countries and it is also able 
to hold sway over them. 
But, Iran is a problem for 
Israel, as it is a strong 
country and the recent Iran-
Israel war has demonstrated 
Iran's military prowess. It 
has become clear that Israel 
can handle other nations but 
it needs US' support to keep 
Iran off. This is a situation 
that is not in favour of 
United States, the super 
power that wants to maintain 
its dominance in the region. 
Iran kept repeating that its 
nuclear program was for 
peaceful purposes but there 
was more strong reaction to 
it, compared to the silence 
over Israel‟s nuclear 
program. 
The reasons are clear. US-led 
world order has a condition 
and it is about having 
countries aligned to it. If a 
country pursues a different  

Syed Badrudduja 

The major cause of worry 
for US is that a nuclear 
armed Iran would change 
the balance of power in 
Middle East, completely. 
Other countries in the 
region are dependent on 
US and buy American 
weapons, apart from 
aligning with it. 
Iran has allies on the other 
side viz. China and Russia. 
Clearly, Iran, a country of 
nearly 90 million people, 
which has more 
population than Britain 
(70 million), France (69 
million) or Germany (80 
million), is seen as an 
adversary. 
Apart from the strategic 
importance, the alliances, 
economic ties and shared 
interests decide how a 
country is seen as an ally 
or an adversary. 
[editor@asiantribune.net] 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

       Begum Rokeya 

Prashant Gautam, Pexels.com 

course and follows a policy 
that challenges the US‟ 
vision of the world, then it is 
seen as a move against the 
American interests. 
There are regimes that are 
repressive or autocratic, but 
they are tolerated as they 
cooperate with America in 
all aspects—militarily as well 
as economically. 
Iran remains a tough nut to 
crack. It has been a critic of 
America and despite 
attempts for regime change, 
the West has not been 
successful to enforce a 
rebellion in the country. 
It has also managed to 
survive despite tough 
sanctions and open hostility, 
which is a major factor in 
the unipolar world.  
US is well aware that Israel 
is worried about a nuclear 
armed Iran. Tel Aviv sees 
Iran as an existential threat.  

Zac Colah’s movie shows how identities built by exclusionary narratives inherited from partition. 
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