
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 

Map is not fit to scale. For 
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Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‘t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
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A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‘ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

Users rush to ‘Upscrolled’ over social media 
apps’ bias & ‘selective suppression of voices’ 
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The new social media app, 
Upscrolled, has gained a large 
number of users in a short 
period. 
In fact, the app was getting 
downloaded at such a fast pace 
across the world that hundreds 
of thousands downloaded it in a 
day. 
Soon it became the top App on 
Apple play store. So what‘s the 
reason for such a wave? 
Clearly, users were dissatisfied 
and needed an alternative, a 
new platform that would not 
censor them and would allow 
them to express their support or 
criticism for any regime. 
While users were complaining 
that Meta that owns Facebook 
and Instagram was taking down 
pro-Palestine posts and X also 
acted harshly on accounts that 
were critical of Israel, TikTok 
also announced that use of the 
term ‗Zionism‘ in a negative or 
 
 
 

FIGHTBACK AGAINST BIG TECH COMPANIES’ HEGEMONY AND THEIR POLICIES? 

*Germany 3rd. India is 4th biggest economy 
 

degrading way would lead to 
action on the user.  Many users 
had announced that they were 
feeling uncomfortable as content 
that either favored Palestine  or 
criticized Israel was flagged or 
taken down.  
Besides, the users repeatedly said 
that there was no free speech on 
these platforms and that criticism 
of Israel government‘s policies or 
actions should not be seen as anti-
Semitism. Users who reported 
from Palestine had their videos 
taken down and even handles 
penalized or shut.  
After TikTok's ownership 
changed, the founder of 
‗Upscrolled‘, Issam Hijazi says 
that his platform  is inclusive and 
doesn't shadow ban or censor 
people for their views. 
He also said that the platform was 
needed as big companies sell 
users data for profit and suppress 
content apart from censoring the 
users selectively. That prejudice 
or bias is fed into machine as the 
 
 

algorithm is created in this 
manner to suit the tilt of the 
owners, makes it difficult for the 
users who find it suffocating and 
stifling. 
Right now, the major social 
media platforms include Meta‘s 
Facebook and Instagram, Elon 
Musk‘s X and TikTok.  
Meta also owns WhatsApp.  
Upscrolled is seen as an 
alternative to big social media 
networks that have millions of 
users but their control 
mechanism doesn‘t allow the 
users to express themselves. 
Especially, during Gaza crisis, it 
was felt that there was less space 
to speak up in favour of 
Palestine. 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
has documented over 1,050 
takedowns and suppression of 
content on Instagram and 
Facebook that had been posted 
by Palestinians and their 
supporters.  
Peaceful, pro-Palestine content 

is restricted. Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) has 
noted that the censorship 
of content regarding 
Palestine on Insta and 
Facebook is systemic and 
global. Meta‘s 
inconsistent enforcement 
of its own policies led to 
erroneous removal of 
content about Palestine.  
―While this appears to be 
the biggest wave of 
suppression of content 
about Palestine to date, 
Meta, the parent company 
of Facebook & Instagram, 
has a documented record 
of crackdowns on content 
related to Palestine‖, says 
HRW. Billionaire Larry 
Ellison‘s tech giant now 
owns TikTok. Feeling 
restricted, a large number 
of users now seek freedom 
of speech & have shifted 
to Skylight & Upscrolled. 
[editor@asiantribune.net] 

*More than 1 million Russian military 
men died, as per claims. 

*War going on for 3 years & nine months                  

*Over 10 million people have to leave 
their homes due to the conflict 

*The ongoing war has been one of the 
worst for Russia too, since World War II 

INSIDE: THE ASIAN TRIBUNE *Revolutionary leader’s role 
in the attack on British 
residency during freedom 
struggle. Page 2. 

*Gambia drags Myanmar to 
International court over 
Rohingya genocide, hearing 
begins. Page 3. 

* Iran is seen as a roadblock 
in US’ scheme of things in 
West Asia. Page 4. 

New social media 
app, ‘Upscrolled’ has 
got a huge response.  
People rushed to 
download it on Apple 
as well as Android’s 
play store.  
It crossed 2.5 million 
downloads within a 
short period. 
This shows how users 
were waiting for an 
alternative as they 
were unhappy with 
big tech companies 
that arbitrarily 
formulate policies, 
suppress content that 
didn’t go down well 
with the financers or 
owners’ political tilt. 

*Iran had nationalized its oil sector in 1951. The 
decision had angered Britain, which wanted control 
over oil & saw it as a blow to its economic interests.  
 
*Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh‘s 
government in Iran was toppled, in 1953. The coup 
was engineered by CIA and MI6 [US-UK‘ agencies]. 
 
*In 1953, Reza Pahlavi returned to power as the 
Mosaddegh led regime fell in Tehran. During Shah‘s 
authoritarian rule, Iran remained a strong US ally. 
 
*In 1979, Shah‘s government was overthrown. After 
Khomeini‘s return & the Islamic revolution in Iran, 
there was an end of formal diplomatic relations 
between US and Iran.   

Read the report in this 
issue, check inside pages. 



  

Rise in hate crimes and growing incidents 
of violence against Muslims in Uttarakhand 
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The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‘ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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In the last few years, the hill 
state—Uttarakhand has seen 
a shocking rise in incidents 
of attacks on Muslims.  
Hate crimes and incidents of 
harm to the property of 
Muslims, have also gone up.  
The situation has reached an 
alarming level recently and 
the Muslim community is 
now worried about its safety. 
In view of the growing cases 
of attacks and violence 
against Muslims, a fact-
finding report has been 
released.  
Social activists & citizens 
from different  walks of life 
who visited the state to take 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for ‗promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‘. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, ‗it was not 
an offence‘. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‘s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in 
genetics & plant breeding 
brought up high-yielding 
rice  varieties. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

―I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‘s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‘s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.‖ 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‘s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  

The memorial in memory of Turrebaz Khan alias Tura Baz Khan in  
Hyderabad. Devireddy Subramanyam Reddy's book on the right. 

that the current escalation 
of violence can be traced to 
the dharam sansad in 
December 2021, noting that 
―since then, a clear pattern 
has emerged.‖ 
He spoke about the Muslim 
shopkeepers who had been 
forced to flee overnight and 
reminded the audience that 
many Muslim families 
migrated to the region 
50–60 years ago, long 
before Uttarakhand had 
even become a separate 
state.  
Sharing an anecdote, he 
recalled a Muslim dry-
cleaner telling a Hindu 

customer, ―Aap to mere 
khilaaf naare laga rahe the.‖ 
The customer replied, ―Aapka 
kaam achha hai,‖ exposing 
the disconnect between lived 
relationships & manufactured 
hatred. 
Journalist Srishti Jaswal said, 
―As a Hindu and an Indian, I 
am ashamed. In the name of 
illegality,  genuine citizens are 
facing exclusion and physical 
violence.‖ She said that the 
violence has spread from 
Uttarkashi to Chamoli and 
beyond, creating a climate of 
fear. APCR held the press 
conference & released the 
report. [Continued on Page 3] 

take stock of the situation, 
gathered in New Delhi when 
the report was released. 
The press conference 
highlighted the pattern of 
violence, displacement and 
exclusion that is being faced 
by Muslim communities in 
Uttarakhand.  
Legal experts, journalists, 
retired bureaucrats, eminent 
citizens and human rights‘ 
activists warned that the 
state is currently witnessing 
systematic human rights 
violations driven by hate 
politics and a steady erosion 
of constitutional safeguards. 
Journalist Kaushik Raj said 

http://www.asiantribune.net/
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace 

human intelligence growth in five years 

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it 
will be a threat to humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee. 

February 1, 2026, Sunday 

 
By Shams Ur 
Rehman Alavi  

 The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 
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Uttarakhand has changed a 
lot. Once it was a state that 
was known for its peace and 
simplicity of the people. 
But now there is a sharp 
communal divide and it has 
become a fractured society.  
Shadab Alam, a Uttarakhand 
resident, pointed to misplaced 
state priorities.  
―Instead of addressing main 
issues like unemployment,  

 
 
 
 

 
migration, and development, 
the government is fixated on 
Muslims and polarization,‖ he 
said. The Association for 
Protection of Civil Rights 
(APCR) organized the press 
conference. 
Khurshid Ahmed, a long-time 
resident, spoke of growing 
insecurity: ―People are afraid 
to reveal their names or run 
their shops. Faith is being... 
 
 

 
..weaponized to deny dignity to 
people‖. Placing the crisis in 
historical context, Latafat 
Hussain of the Uttarakhand 
Andolan reminded the audience 
that the state was formed 
through collective sacrifices of 
all communities. ―Hindu, 
Muslim, Sikh, Isaai—sab ki 
qurbani thi,‖ he said, lamenting 
that while women lack proper 
medical care & mass migration 
continues, hate campaign is on. 

 
 
 
 
 ―..yahaan ka bhaichaara 
mashhoor tha,‖ he said, calling 
for a renewed movement to 
reclaim Uttarakhand‘s plural 
legacy. 
Harsh Mander warned that 
governance in Uttarakhand has 
become ―deeply anti- 
constitutional.‖ ―The state is 
being projected as a devbhoomi 
where non-Hindus are 
unwelcome. 
Email: editor@asiantribune.net 

The politics of hate in hill state 

SUCCESS STORY 

The state was carved out after a long movement that had seen sacrifice of all 
the communities but today it is a playground for communal forces and society is 
being divided on religious lines. 

US is 
a 
huge 
coun
try  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger than 
countries of Europe. Further, American cities have 
immense diversity. Large sections of populace 
includes big groups like Hispanics, Blacks, Asians 
& those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 

editor@asiantribune.net             X/Twitter: @asiantribunenet           www.asiantribune.net            The Asian Tribune, Boston 
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in 
society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

WORLD 

When one group is seen as ‗other‘, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers 
and the TV channels, so often show the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words 
to describe them.  
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The major issue is selective 
use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who 
is accused of a crime, but 
not even faced a trial or 
held guilty, is termed as 
criminal, but on the other 
hand, even a convicted 
person is addressed using 
simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‘s 
name and background, 
media use terms as different 
as ‗radical‘,  ‗extremist‘, a 
terror suspect  or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as 
a mere ‗suspect‘.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different 
persons, without adhering 
to a code of ethics for 
journalism, which creates 
a major problem.  
 
Use of words like ‗Love 
Jihad‘ even though no 
such term is officially used 
by the Centre, state 
government or police, is 
another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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Budgets must move beyond marginal increase 

and focus on children with an eye on future 
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NEW DELHI: The Union 
Budget 2026-27 reflects a 
modest but notable uptick in 
allocations for children, 
signaling incremental progress 
rather than a transformative 
shift in fiscal prioritization.  
A quick analysis of the 
Expenditure Budget Statement 
No. 12 done by CRY – Child 
Rights and You - shows that 
total child-related allocations 
have risen to Rs 1,32,296.85 
crore in 2026–27 (BE), up 
from Rs 1,16,132.5 crore in 
2025-26 (BE), registering an 
absolute increase of Rs 
16,164.35 crore. 
Compared to the previous 
Budget (25-26), the share of 
the Child Budget in the overall 
Union Budget 2026-27 has 
increased from 2.29 per cent to 
2.47 per cent, while allocations 
as a percentage of GDP have 
increased marginally from 0.33 
per cent to 0.34 per cent.   
Puja Marwaha, CEO, Child 
Rights and You (XRY) has 
stated that, ―While this signals 
positive intent, the overall 
scale of investment remains 
limited when viewed against 
India‘s demographic realities 
and the growing 
developmental needs of 
children.  
Incremental increase in health, 
nutrition and education sectors 
are welcome 

 
In his political life, he 
remained a leader who was 
firm on principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and 
again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor 
of Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested 
and won in Lok Sabha 
elections too. One must 
remember than Bengal and 
Punjab were most affected by 
partition. West Bengal was left 
with few influential politicians 
from the Muslim community, 
after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

but achieving inclusive and 
sustainable growth will require 
sharper prioritization of 
children, with stronger and 
more equitable investments 
that go beyond marginal year-
on-year gains.‖ 
Child health and nutrition 
allocations for the Flexible 
Pool for Reproductive and 
Child Health (RCH), Health 
System Strengthening, 
National Health Programme 
and National Urban Health 
Mission have increased by Rs 
261.15 crore to Rs 4,591.58 
crore. Saksham Anganwadi 
and Poshan 2.0 has seen a 
welcome 5.19 per cent rise, 
with allocations increasing by 
Rs 969 crore to Rs 19,635 
crore.  Poshan 2.0 programme 
is the government‘s flagship 
nutrition initiative aimed at 
addressing malnutrition 
among children, adolescent 
girls, and pregnant and 
lactating women through 
supplementary nutrition 

Syed Badrudduja 

reflecting a stronger focus 
on educational access for 
tribal children. Navodaya 
Vidyalayas and Kendriya 
Vidyalayas have also 
received higher allocations. 
The allocation of Rs 3,200 
crore for Atal Tinkering 
Labs in 2026-27 signals 
renewed emphasis on 
innovation and scientific 
temper in government 
schools, while inclusion of 
the Skill India Programme 
in Child Budget aligns with 
the National Education 
Policy‘s vision. 
But several scholarship 
schemes for children from 
marginalised communities 
remain largely stagnant. 
Allocations for pre- and 
post-matric scholarships for 
Scheduled Castes have seen 
no increase, while 
scholarships for OBCs, 
EBCs, DNTs and children 
with disabilities have 
registered only. 

 
 
 
 
 

       Begum Rokeya 

Prashant Gautam, Pexels.com 

interventions, and the 
increase could support wider 
coverage and more consistent 
delivery of nutrition services 
at the Anganwadi level.   
The PM Poshan Shakti 
Nirman scheme has received a 
2 per cent increase, rising to 
nearly Rs 12,749.99 crore. 
Significantly, the Jal Jeevan 
Mission has been 
reintroduced into the Child 
Budget after FY 2024-25, with 
an allocation of around Rs 
6,736.36 crore, underscoring 
the centrality of safe drinking 
water to child health 
outcomes. 
Mission Vatsalya has seen a 
marginal increase of 3.33 per 
cent, reaching Rs 1,550 crore. 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan has 
been allocated Rs 42,100 
crore, a 2.06 per cent rise over 
the previous year. 
Encouragingly, allocations for 
Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools have increased 
sharply by over 20 per cent. 

Zac Colah’s movie shows how identities built by exclusionary narratives inherited from partition. 
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