
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‟t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
Page 3 

 

A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‟ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
X [Twitter]:@AsianTribuneNet 
FB: Facebook.com/AsianTribuneDotNet 

Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARSbeing 
sou 

Fears about mass unemployment due 
to AI, growing automation in future 

 
 
 
The Asian Tribune 
www.asiantribune.net 
The fear of AI stepping into all 
the fields and AI-driven jobs, 
automation leading to mass 
unemployment is causing 
unease in the society.  
Definitely, the concern is valid 
as job losses bring real pain 
and affect families and lives.  
However, whenever there is a 
change or a disruption, there 
are apprehensions.  
Economists too are poring 
over the data and are 
analysing this situation. It is 
an era of transition, just like 
the period when the computer 
had first arrived in the society, 
decades ago.  
Technology evolves and fears  
 

WIDE ANGLE 

*Germany 3rd. India is 4th biggest economy 
 

possible measures to corner 
Iran.  
Rhetoric, propaganda and coup 
attempts are also part of this  
exercise. 
There are other countries too 
that have nuclear programs and 
there are authoritarian nations 
that are 
 
 

allies of USA. Also, countries 
that don‟t do well on human 
rights and are known to crush 
dissent, exist in different parts 
of the world. 
But regarding Iran, US‟ 
obsessive focus & wish for a 
regime change 
 
 

*More than 1 million Russian military 
men died, as per claims. 

*War going on for 3 years & nine months                  

*Over 10 million people have to leave 
their homes due to the conflict 

*The ongoing war has been one of the 
worst for Russia too, since World War II 

INSIDE: THE ASIAN TRIBUNE 

*Revolutionary leader’s role 
in the attack on British 
residency during freedom 
struggle. Page 2. 

*Gambia drags Myanmar to 
International court over 
Rohingya genocide, hearing 
begins. Page 3. 

* Iran is seen as a roadblock 
in US’ scheme of things in 
West Asia. Page 4. 

There are many 

countries that don’t 

have democracy but 

United States has 

excellent relations 

with them. 

Many other nations 

are accused of gross  

human rights’ abuse 

but this  fact is not 

mentioned and it 

doesn’t come in way 

of US’ relations.  

Then, what makes 

US and Iran, such 

bitter opponents! 

*Iran had nationalized its oil sector in 1951. The 
decision had angered Britain, which wanted control 
over oil & saw it as a blow to its economic interests.  
 
*Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh‟s 
government in Iran was toppled, in 1953. The coup 
was engineered by CIA and MI6 [US-UK‟ agencies]. 
 
*In 1953, Reza Pahlavi returned to power as the 
Mosaddegh led regime fell in Tehran. During Shah‟s 
authoritarian rule, Iran remained a strong US ally. 
 
*In 1979, Shah‟s government was overthrown. After 
Khomeini‟s return & the Islamic revolution in Iran, 
there was an end of formal diplomatic relations 
between US and Iran.   

Read the report in this 
issue, check inside pages. 

Despite possessing documents, Shahida, an Indian, was forcibly sent to Bangladesh. 

 
is at another level. The strategic 
reasons, regional dominance  in 
Middle East & other aims, are 
behind this bitter and old 
feud. Read on Page 4. 
editor@asiantribune.net 
 

 
 
 
are natural because this is 
human tendency. In the case 
of AI, a system that has 
capacity to rival & replace 
humans, it is bound to create 
worry among citizens, 
especially, the young 
population across the world.  
Technological upgrades took 
place over centuries. Looms 
turned into power looms and 
from pens, people moved to 
the typewriters and later the 
computers and laptops.  
Now, it is even the thought 
that would be machine 
generated and this is the most 
serious aspect. But, the 
question is that will AI & 
automation make us 
redundant? [Cond on Page 4]. Grok 

Pushing Indian citizens into B‟desh is sad, unjust 
The Asian Tribune 
editor@asiantribune.net 
 
Shahida, 40, a woman hailing 
from North 24 Pargana 
district in West Bengal, was 
living in Mumbai for nearly 
twenty years.  
But, all of a sudden, when she 
went out for a market on a 
fateful day, she was picked up, 
termed a „Bangladeshi‟, 
despite producing documents 
that include her birth 
certificate, school mark sheets 
and other identity related 
papers. 
She was taken to Assam and 
pushed to the other side of the 
border. Her husband and 
family members were shell-
shocked. Now, she is in a 
camp in Bangladesh & she has 

 
contacted her family through 
phone. The police‟ action is 
surprising.  
This is not the first such case. 
Earlier, the case of Sonali 
Khatun who had been sent 
out of the country by security 
personnel, hit headlines.  
Sweety Bibi was also 
deported. The issue had 
reached Supreme Court and 
Centre agreed to take back 
Indian citizens who were 
deported. 
But this pattern is indeed 
alarming. Citizens who have 
parents and grandparents 
born in India, evicted on mere 
claim or suspicion. That‟s a 
tragedy.  
 

Are the anxieties about Artificial Intelligence (AI) taking over in one field after the 
other, especially, a scenario of mass joblessness due to even more automation, 
correct and realistic?  
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INSPIRATION: Late Abdul Jabbar’s grit and 
relentless, lifelong battle against injustice 

 There are 
some who 
stand up for 
themselves 
and make it 
good in life. 
Then there 
are those 
who go 
beyond and 
bring about 
much needed 
changes in 
the society, 

thereby 
bettering the 
lives of 
people 
around 
them. 
 On 
occasion of 
International 
Women‟s 
Day, 2024, 
civic 
movement 

 There are 
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movement 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  

The Asian Tribune 
editor@asiantribune.net 
 
Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‟ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  

 

"Impossible for 
@RCBTweets to win 
the IPL with this 
bowling attack," 
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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Shams Ur Rehman Alavi  
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When middle-aged Laxmi 
Nirmala urgently required 
critical medical care and 
needed five injections, each of 
which costs Rs 25,000, this 
wife of a mill worker had no 
means to arrange even Rs 
5,000 and she turned to the 
only man whom victims of 
Bhopal gas tragedy 
approached--it was late Abdul 
Jabbar. 
Jabbar, himself a victim of 
the worst industrial disaster 
in the world, all alone fought 
the nexus of corrupt 
bureaucrats, corporate 
brokers and the politicians 
who over 30 years tried to 
silence the voice of the 
victims of the industrial 
disaster that left thousands 
dead and lakhs suffering due 
to impact of the deadly gas 
that head leaked out of Union 
Carbide plant. 
Jabbar didn't have enough 
money but he fought the great 
battle against the powerful 
entities, national and 
international groups and the 
Union Carbide company, 
apart from its local lobbyists, 
later the Dow company, a 
fight unique in the world. He 
commanded enormous 
respect because of his lifelong 
struggle. Perhaps, it was his 
extreme determination to 
fight for justice, his support 
among men and women,  

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for „promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‟. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, „it was not 
an offence‟. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‟s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in 
genetics & plant breeding 
brought up high-yielding 
rice  varieties. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

“I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‟s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‟s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.” 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‟s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  

Once the „welfare state‟ served citizens. Now it‟s a despotic, destructive & harsh rule. 

 
his ability to bring thousands 
on streets any day, that made 
the bureaucrats listen to him 
and work--as they knew that 
this man can't be 'managed'. 
Laxmi Nirmala got the 
injections and was saved. Raja 
Ram was unable to move and 
no hospital was admitting him 
but Jabbar intervened and got 
him treated. Or take the case of 
young, 28-year-old Aqeel, who 
need dialysis every three days 
but was thrown out of super 
specialty BMHRC hospital that 
ought to provide it free of cost 
for life, Jabbar tried every 
method, even going up to 
judges and even chief justice, to 
get the man treated. 
In a society where people 
seldom speak for others, Jabbar 
spent his entire life with the 
single minded devotion to get 
justice for victims and worked 
like a maniac. By the time, he 
was a middle-aged man, he was 
suffering from various illnesses, 
turned diabetic and was barely 
able to read even headlines of 
newspapers. He however had 
the moral authority that when 
he calls up a politician or a 
bureaucrat, either the police 
chief or the chief minister--they 
did listen. After all, everyone 
knows that the man lived by his 
principles. 
After all, at the bottom of the 
heart they know that when it 
comes to honesty, this man has 
no parallel. Unlike NGOs and 
activists who hardly care for 
victims but organize a smart 

protest or 'candle light vigils' 
which get attention, Jabbar 
didn't care about gimmicks. His 
organisation had no website.  
A veteran Delhi-based journo 
once wrote that each day more 
than 6,000 still seek medical aid 
for a host of respiratory ailments 
at designated medical centres." 
For them the process is an 
exercise in daily humiliation and 
there is almost none to help 
them out.  
The Monitoring Committee for 
Medical Rehabilitation of Bhopal 
Gas Victims set up by the 
Supreme Court in 2004, a full 20 
years 

after the tragedy, had been 
without a chairperson for 
the last year and a half", he 
wrote recalling his days in 
Bhopal. 
"The Bhopal Gas Peedit 
Mahila Udyog Sangathan, 
led by Abdul Jabbar, focuses 
on helping the victims in 
their daily quest for medical 
help. Abdul Jabbar is a man 
who speaks little or no 
English, his organisation 
has very little presence on 
the Web, yet for the victims, 
he is the only one who can 
help out with their daily 
struggle". 

Late Abdul Jabbar 

http://www.asiantribune.net/
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace human intelligence growth in five years 

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it will be a threat to 
humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of 
citizens are forced to flee. 
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By Shams 
Ur Rehman 

Alavi  
 

The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 

Authors, foreign journalists 
who came to Bhopal and did 
leg work, stayed in city for 
long to see plight of victims 
who had inhaled the toxic gas 
in December 1984, stress that 
how most of the work about 
the issues of families of gas 
victims and their voice centre 
around the figure of Abdul 
Jabbar. 
His devotion, dedication and 
immense hard work led to 
petitions that brought up 
hospitals and medical 
centres. From issue of 
compensation to victims, 
their families and their 
treatment or rehab, Jabbar 
almost single handedly fought 
this battle.  
The Bhopal Gas Peedit 
Mahila Udyog Sangathan 
(BGPMUS) was set up in 1985 
and they held their meetings 
at the Yaadgar E Shahjahani 
Park in Bhopal. The gas leak 
had caused instant death of 
thousands and lakhs suffered 
respiratory disorders. The 
children who were born after 
gas disaster were also ill and 
the diseases passed from one 
generation to another.  
The toxic waste in the 
premises of Union Carbide 
factory, the US based 
company that tried to get 
away by paying a 
compensation, the multiple 
issues of the victims, their 
cost of treatment and the 
rehab, all these issues were 
dealt on a daily basis by 
Jabbar who remembered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

everything--each day of a  
court hearting and all the 
issues pertaining to the gas 
victims, ranging from their 
unemployment to the dubious 
role of corporations and the 
corruption in compensation.  
Jabbar paid a heavy price as 
far as his own health was 
concerned. A principled man, 
he refused to take donations 
from American and other 
western governments or 
agencies. 
He struggled to pay his own 
electricity bill and couldn't 
live a life of comfort. His 
children's education was also 
affected due to lack of money. 
But when he passed away, 
Bhopal cried.  
The city had lost its moral 
voice, the conscience keeper of 
the region, who had an 
indefatigable energy to 
intervene and fight against 
injustice for everyone, not just 
the gas victims. It was an 
extraordinary life that ended 
in 2019. A former chief 
minister was appalled to see 
his condition and he tried to 
send him to Mumbai with air 
ambulance but it was too late.  
Too proud to tell anyone 
about his personal issues and 
poor financial situation, 
Jabbar lived with authority 
and dignity till the end. The 
man who raised voice on every 
act of injustice and who was 
offered assistance by mega 
star Amitabh Bachchan on live 
television as he too was 
impressed by Jabbar's work,  
 

Courage, Conviction: Bhopal gas disaster & 
Jabbar’s extraordinary fight for victims 

SUCCESS STORY 

US is a 
huge 
country  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger 
than countries of Europe. Further, American 
cities have immense diversity. Large sections of 
populace includes big groups like Hispanics, 
Blacks, Asians & those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 

editor@asiantribune.net             X/Twitter: @asiantribunenet           www.asiantribune.net            The Asian Tribune, Boston 

along with countless others 
across the world. He had 
tremendous self-respect. Few 
people in the world have 
fought such huge battles. 
Jabbar fought against big 
multi nationals, their 
associates, nexus of the evil 
and the corrupt, with rare 
courage. 
He got immense respect, love 
and blessings but he had 
chosen this life for himself--
devotion to society, not to 
oneself or family, suffering 
personal hardships. He 
posthumously received the 
Padma award that his wife 
received in Delhi.  
Abdul Jabbar's life was a 
message for the society that 
often takes such 
humanitarians for granted, 
just because they don't care 
about creating personal aura 
or wealth and give back 
everything to the society. This 
article is a tribute to the 
society's conscience 
 

keeper late Abdul Jabbar, 
who lived a unique life, 
devoted themselves totally 
to a cause and live for 
others. There are several 
aspects of his personality. 
He hated self-projection.  
He didn't care about false 
and fat egos of certain 
journalists who would just 
arrive in Bhopal on the 
anniversary of gas tragedy 
every year, as this story 
would 'sell' and he had the 
moral strength to scold 
them or take on any 
politician without worrying 
that this might piss them 
off. 
In an era when marketing, 
self-glorification and 
publicity create public 
images and undeserving 
people get undue credit, his 
life is a shining example of a 
common man who became 
a legend in his life time as 
circumstances made him 
take principled decision.  
 
 

The gas leak had caused instant death of thousands and lakhs suffered respiratory  
and other serious disorders. The diseases passed from one generation to another. 
The toxic waste in the premises of Union Carbide factory, the US based company 
that tried to get away by paying a compensation, the multiple issues of the 
victims, their cost of treatment and the rehab, all these issues were dealt on a 
daily basis by Jabbar. 
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 

The Asian Tribune 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

WORLD 

When one group is seen as „other‟, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers and the TV channels, so often show 
the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words to describe them.  
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INVENT
ING 
NEW 
TERMS 
TO 
DEMON
IZE 
MINORI
TIES The major issue is selective 

use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who is 
accused of a crime, but not 
even faced a trial or held 
guilty, is termed as criminal, 
but on the other hand, even a 
convicted person is addressed 
using simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‟s name 
and background, media use 
terms as different as „radical‟,  
„extremist‟, a terror suspect  
or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as a 
mere „suspect‟.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different persons, 
without adhering to a code 
of ethics for journalism, 
which creates a major 
problem.  
 
Use of words like „Love 
Jihad‟ even though no such 
term is officially used by the 
Centre, state government or 
police, is another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 

                   The Asian Tribune 

AI-led revolution has potential to change  
the world but visionary leadership is must 
The Asian Tribune 
www.asiantribune.net 
History is witness to the fact 
that update in technology has 
changed the way things worked 
but it has not replaced work. 
In the past, there were fears 
when the vehicles replaced the 
carriages and also when other 
old methods for productivity 
got changed.  
However, it didn‟t lead to mass 
job losses, because there was 
job creation as well and the 
sectors just changed in terms of 
working style as well as the 
skills that were needed for 
those jobs.  
The last century saw multiple 
waves, one of the biggest 
change came in the middle of 
the century when avenues for 
new jobs opened up and then 
once again, at the turn or the 
twenty first century.  
Automation was witnessed in 
different forms in factories and 
industrial units earlier as well.  
Right now, it is quite tough to 
predict the future but it is clear 
that while AI may shake us and 
force us to stretch our limits 
and enhance skills, the fear and 
a doomsday thought is not the 
right way to deal with it.  
Engineers, doctors, teachers, 
lawyers, writers, almost all 
seem to be worried about the AI 
but the fact is that high skilled 
person would remain in 
demand, provided he remains 
up to date.  
There are job cuts and coders as 
well as the employees in BPO 
and IT have been facing a tough 
time.  
But it is also going to enhance 
the quality of work, make the 
person more informed and do 
the job faster. 
AI will eventually help man in 
ways that we don‟t even as well 
as the doctor in diagnosis. It 
imagine right now. It will help 
the patient as well as the 
doctor, help the latter in 
diagnosis, aiding him.  It‟s not 

 
In his political life, he remained 
a leader who was firm on 
principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor of 
Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested and 
won in Lok Sabha elections too. 
One must remember than Bengal 
and Punjab were most affected 
by partition. West Bengal was 
left with few influential 
politicians from the Muslim 
community, after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

that the doctors would be 
replaced. Health staff, nurses 
and all the experts who 
conduct tests and run 
machines, operate and conduct 
other procedures will remain.  
But AI would assist in faster 
and more efficient work. Also, 
there will be huge data to seek 
information from, and there 
will be more professionalism 
as the limits of humans and 
their expertise would be tested. 
There will be transformation of 
the roles and the current 
systems would see changes.  
It will help customers as well 
as the service providers due to 
the fast suggestions, analyses 
and the vast data. 
But it‟s certainly not the end of 
the world though governments 
need to be serious and let the 
change be steady and focusing 
on ways to ensure that the 
skills are upgraded, there is no 
sudden and seismic situation. 
AI helps humans and will go a 
great deal in problem solving 
in almost all the sectors. It will 
be a boon for productivity and 
in better services.  
The tech sector is suddenly 
most worried about job losses 
and certainly the demands of 
the jobs would no longer be 
the same.  
It will be more competitive as 
well as easy in some other 
ways due to the advent of the 
AI. If the governments and the 
leaders are not circumspect 
and act recklessly, without a 
proper policy or ways to 
ensure that unemployment 
doesn‟t go out of hand, then it 
would be manageable and will 
serve the society.  
The challenge would be for the 
countries that lack visionary 
leaders and they may undergo 
a period of economic loss due 
to the retrenchment in certain  
 

Syed Badrudduja 

man. If wages are affected 
and the earnings are low, this 
would be a recipe of disaster 
for nations, particularly, 
those which are already seen 
as under developed or 
developing nations.  
The countries that adapt fast 
and have business honchos 
who are far-sighted and 
where the state ensures that 
the policy makers and think 
tanks timely sound alarm, 
will be able to deal with AI 
revolution and its aftermath.  
The potential is huge but if 
the benefits are 
disproportionate and reach 
just a small section, while 
leaving millions untouched 
and even more falling behind 
in race, then it‟d be a real 
catastrophe.  
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fields. But the states that will 
focus on it and make clear 
policy, not just about AI‟s use, 
but also about the duties of 
the welfare state towards the 
citizens, would be able to deal 
with the AI juggernaut.  
On the other hand, countries 
that have leaders who are 
passive and who don‟t take th 
is situation seriously, may 
find their countries fall in a 
potentially bad situation  
It will make these countries 
go further behind in 
production and technology, 
apart from unemployment 
and growth in financial 
disparity within the society. 
Adoption and Adaptation are 
the keys when technology 
arrives fast and at a pace that 
may surprise the common 

Zac Colah’s movie shows how identities built by exclusionary narratives inherited from partition. 
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Countries that are already lacking behind in tech and have leaders who are not  
serious about adoption and adaptation, would suffer the most.  
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