
  

 There are some who 
stand up for 
themselves and make it 
good in life. Then there 
are those who go 
beyond and bring 
about much needed 
changes in the society, 
thereby bettering the 
lives of people around 
them. 

  

They were searching for 
their kin who went 
missing. Bodies kept 
surfacing and victims 
were unable to have 
access. 
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Conversation with 
Palestine officials, after 

Map is not fit to scale. For 

representational purpose. 

Focus is on regions.  

PERCENTAGE  
IN PARLIAMENTS 

The number of countries in the world that 
have 50% or more women in the 
parliaments, can be counted on fingers.  
 
In Asia, there is one nation-- United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Other countries include 
Nicaragua, Rwanda, Mexico and Cuba. 
 
New Zealand, Bolivia and Andorra, also 
fare highly on the gender equality and 
have the similar level. 
 
The countries in Scandinavia, Caribbean 
region and Oceania also have a high 
representation of women, ranging from 
45% to 50%.  
 
Out of 195-odd countries, even ten can‘t 
make to the list. Data keeps changing due 
to elections. Figure includes elected & 
nominated. Some countries have special 
provisions or reservation for women. 
 

      Photo: Thangpu Paite 

Classified as poor in the world. 
Civil war in African countries or 
the natural disasters in South 
Asian countries, make it difficult 
to bring about a change, fast. 
editor@asiantribune.net 

 
*Recalling the immense 
contribution of freedom 
fighter and leader Syed 
Badrudduja. Page 2 
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• Extravagant weddings 
are a curse, wreck girls' 
families, harm society, 
stop attending them. 
Page 3 

 

A region that has lost almost  
entire infrastructure, needs a 
huge financial push to build 
itself, back.  
From hospitals to homes, all 
the buildings, electricity and 
water supply, reconstructing 
the entire requires more 
than estimated $70 billion. 
In fact, the removal of the 
debris and cleaning the 
region, is also a massive 
project.  
The cost can go up to over 
$120 billions. UN and 
agencies‘ approximate figure 

gives an indication about the 
urgent need for restoration of 
the basic facilities in order to 
start the reconstruction of 
Gaza.  
From water works to streets, 
entire Gaza city has to be 
raised from the dust, once 
again.  
International efforts would 
be required and assistance of 
Arab nations, along with 
countries all over the world, 
would be required. But, the 
loss of lives can never be 
compensated. 

Website: www.AsianTribune.net  
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Gaza has been going through a long period of horror. After the recent Israel attack in Doha (Qatar), the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) called a meet. But for nearly two years, innocents have been killed in Palestine and there has 
been no joint & serious attempt to stop it. Massacres happen on a regular basis. Is the condemnation enough? Can the 
leaders go past statement & demands to come together & force US to rein in Israel & stop the killings in Gaza? Photo: OIC 

The emergency meet also 
expressed concern regarding 
lack of accountability over 
Israel's actions and its 
violations of international 
norms. The meet decided to 
reaffirm that the genocide, 
ethnic cleansing starvation and 
siege as well as settlement 
activities and expansionist 
policies, undermine prospects 
of peace in the region.  
 
 
 
 
 

It condemned the attack carried 
out by Israel on September 9, 
2025 in a neighbourhood in 
Doha.  
The final statement talked 
about necessity to confront 
Israel's schemes, unity to face 
common threats, aim to rebuild 
Gaza strip and condemn Israel's 
attempts to forcibly displace 
Palestinian people.  
                 (Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

DESTRUCTION, DEATHS  AND 
DEBRIS: REBUILDING WILL 
TAKE SEVERAL YEARS 

Amid ongoing war, another country targeted 

Israel’s strikes lead to over 2,000 deaths 
and large scale destruction in Lebanon 

The Asian Tribune 
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Indonesia is emerging as a 
major global economic power 
and it has been strengthening 
its position steadily.  
The fourth most populous 
country in the world, ranked 
just after India, China and 
United States of America, 
Indonesia is now seen as a 
growing power. 
In Southeast Asia, it is the 
largest economy. The country 
has a GDP exceeding $1 
trillion and it is also able to 
achieve a sustained growth, 
year after year.  
But, the story about Indonesia 
always gets overlooked 
though its growth is rapid and 
the economy is stable. In fact, 
Indonesia which is the world‘s 
largest nickel producer is also 
becoming a major player in 
global electric vehicle (EV) 
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*Germany 3rd. India is 4th biggest economy 
 

possible measures to corner 
Iran.  
Rhetoric, propaganda and coup 
attempts are also part of this  
exercise. 
There are other countries too 
that have nuclear programs and 
there are authoritarian nations 
that are 
 
 

allies of USA. Also, countries 
that don‘t do well on human 
rights and are known to crush 
dissent, exist in different parts 
of the world. 
But regarding Iran, US‘ 
obsessive focus & wish for a 
regime change 
 
 

*More than 1 million Russian military 
men died, as per claims. 

*War going on for 3 years & nine months                  

*Over 10 million people have to leave 
their homes due to the conflict 

*The ongoing war has been one of the 
worst for Russia too, since World War II 

INSIDE: THE ASIAN TRIBUNE 

*Revolutionary leader’s role 
in the attack on British 
residency during freedom 
struggle. Page 2. 

*Gambia drags Myanmar to 
International court over 
Rohingya genocide, hearing 
begins. Page 3. 

* Iran is seen as a roadblock 
in US’ scheme of things in 
West Asia. Page 4. 

There are many 

countries that don’t 

have democracy but 

United States has 

excellent relations 

with them. 

Many other nations 

are accused of gross  

human rights’ abuse 

but this  fact is not 

mentioned and it 

doesn’t come in way 

of US’ relations.  

Then, what makes 

US and Iran, such 

bitter opponents! 

*Iran had nationalized its oil sector in 1951. The 
decision had angered Britain, which wanted control 
over oil & saw it as a blow to its economic interests.  
 
*Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh‘s 
government in Iran was toppled, in 1953. The coup 
was engineered by CIA and MI6 [US-UK‘ agencies]. 
 
*In 1953, Reza Pahlavi returned to power as the 
Mosaddegh led regime fell in Tehran. During Shah‘s 
authoritarian rule, Iran remained a strong US ally. 
 
*In 1979, Shah‘s government was overthrown. After 
Khomeini‘s return & the Islamic revolution in Iran, 
there was an end of formal diplomatic relations 
between US and Iran.   

Read the report in this 
issue, check inside pages. 

Boom in digital economy & EV battery sector propel Indonesian economy. 

 
is at another level. The strategic 
reasons, regional dominance  in 
Middle East & other aims, are 
behind this bitter and old 
feud. Read on Page 4. 
editor@asiantribune.net 
 

battery apart from renewable 
energy supply chains, has 
been rising, but this story gets 
less focus in the US-Euro 
centric world.  
As a country with the 
population of well over 280 
million, Indonesia has a 
strong work force. It also has 
a growing middle class. There 
is large chunk of youth in the 
population and it is an asset 
for the nation. 
Jakarta is today world‘s 
largest metro city, with a 
population of over 40 million, 
as per the United Nations 
(UN) data on most populated 
cities of the world. 
Over the years, Indonesia‘s 
digital economy has also been 
moving ahead and the future 
projections suggest that  from 
eighth, it is well on way to 5th 
 
 
 
 

largest economy in the world 
in the future. The South East 
Asian country is also aiming 
at a robust economic strength 
driven by structural reforms 
and more productivity. 
The country is also looking at 
higher income for its citizens, 
other than reducing inequality 
in the society.   
Steady growth, boom in 
digital economy and a strong 
FDI will take the nation 
towards a galloping and 
stronger economy in a decade 
or more. The market is 
expanding and the country 
has shown resilience.  
By 2030, it is expected to be 
among the world‘s top seven 
major economies.  
The nickel reserves would 
help it become a major hub 
for Electrical Vehicle i.e. EV 
 

battery production. It is also 
the second largest producer of 
tin and the fourth largest 
producer of bauxite. 
The country has a growing 
consumer market and due to 
the large youth population, it 
is suited for growth.  
Economists see the political 
stability and the affect of the 
reforms in bureaucracy  as 
reason behind the change.  
The service sector has grown. 
The economy has changed 
from a resource-driven model 
to an advanced, technology 
driven and green economy.  
The service sector, agriculture 
& manufacturing drive the 
economy, along with mining 
and transportation. Last year 
the economy grew by over 5% 
and a similar projection is 
likely in coming years.  
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Minister’s remark for preferential hiring 
of Hindus in corporate sector, leads to 
outrage 

 There are 
some who 
stand up for 
themselves 
and make it 
good in life. 
Then there 
are those 
who go 
beyond and 
bring about 
much needed 
changes in 
the society, 

thereby 
bettering the 
lives of 
people 
around 
them. 
 On 
occasion of 
International 
Women‘s 
Day, 2024, 
civic 
movement 

 There are 
some who 
stand up for 
themselves 
and make it 
good in life. 
Then there 
are those 
who go 
beyond and 
bring about 
much 
needed 
changes in 
the society, 

thereby 
bettering 
the lives of 
people 
around 
them. 
 On 
occasion of 
Internationa
l Women‘s 
Day, 2024, 
civic 
movement 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and 
large number of citizens are forced to flee,  
Leaving their country due to the scale of 
atrocities during the ongoing civil war.  
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Even as the war over tariff 
continues and markets witness a 
dip, India is ready to host the US‘ 
Vice-president JD Vance. 
As per the schedule, he is 
expected to arrive here on April 
21.  
Vance is expected to come to 
India, along with his family. The 
US Vice president will meet PM 
Narendra Modi and hold talks 
with him over international 
relations, geopolitics, business &    
strategic affairs. He will also meet 
top bureaucrats of the country,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
during the course of his visit.  
National Security Adviser (NSA) 
Ajit Doval and other senior 
officials are expected to hold talks 
with him.  

 

"Impossible for 
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the IPL with this 
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'You will remember this...': Sourav 

Ganguly praises Rishabh Pant 

By Noor Mahvish 
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US Vice Prez JD Vance is all  
set to visit India this month 

For smooth relief work, 
military announces truce Photo: Lara Jameson 
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BJP minister and Maharashtra 
fisheries minister Nitesh Rane called 
for preferential hiring of Hindu 
candidates in corporate India. The 
statement has triggered a major 
political storm and raises direct 
constitutional questions. 
Rane is known for such comments 
and this is not the first such 
occasion. The fact that leaders who 
take oath to work without favour and 
take a pledge to service citizens 
without dividing the society, can 
make such comments, raises a 
serious question mark on leaders‘ 
understanding of the constitutional 
values apart from the utter disregard 
towards the integrity and unity in the 
country. 
A sitting Maharashtra cabinet 
minister calling companies to 
prioritize Hindu candidates in hiring 
to prevent what he described as 
‗corporate jihad‘, is definitely serious. 
Rane told reporters: ―If employment 
provided for livelihood is diverted 
towards religious conversion, then 
prioritizing Hindu candidates is the 
need of the hour to strengthen the 
Hindu rashtra.‖ He warned that 
companies may soon adopt policies 
of hiring exclusively Hindu 
candidates to prevent what he called 
―jihadist activities‖ in corporate 
spaces. ―If every platform, from trade 
to corporate offices, is used to target 
Hindus through various forms of 
jihad, it is time for a firm response,‖ 
Rane said. He added that the 
community should not wait for the 
state to act and that the religious 

from different sections. The 
sign board was put up at 
Sayyad Nagar in Kanpur, as 
part of the decoration in 
localities on September 4. 
Later, the police registered an 
FIR under the sections meant 
for ‗promoting enmity among 
different sections of the 
society‘. 
As many as two dozen youth 
were booked in the FIR that 
was registered for putting up 
the glow signboard. 
All India Majlis Ittehad-ul-
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi criticized 
the action against the youth. 
Reacting to the FIR, he 
shared a Urdu couplet on 
social media platform, X. 
In the post, he expressed that  

the action was wrong and for 
the sake of the love of 
Prophet, there could be much 
bigger sacrifices that would be 
made, again. 
Owaisi wrote that, ‗it was not 
an offence‘. Large number of 
people condemned the action 
and expressed surprise over 
the FIR against the youth.  
Meanwhile, on social media, 
hashtag #ILoveMuhammad 
was soon trending as 
information about the FIR, 
spread. 
It is said that the right-wing 
groups had objected to the 
signboard and termed it as 
starting a 'new tradition'.  
The policemen were sent to 
the spot to 'diffuse tension' & 
then, the action was taken. 

STRANGE ACTION: While the nation prides 
on its multiculturalism and that has a 
constitution that allows freedom to practice 
one‘s religion, the inhumcident in Kanpur is 
indeed worrying.  

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi 

           

 
The police have registered a case 
against the youth under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Samhita (BNS), 
which was earlier known as IPC 
or Indian Penal Code. 

The image is for mere 
representational 
purpose. 

The members of a right-wing group in Kanpur had 
objected to the glow signboard and the plaint mentioned 
that it was a ‘new tradition’ to put up the signboard on Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi.  

Sultan Jahan Begum ruled the 
princely state of Bhopal for a 
quarter century, from 1901 to 
1926. She was Chancellor of 
AMU for a decade. 

EA Siddiq’s work in 
genetics & plant breeding 
brought up high-yielding 
rice  varieties. 

EA Siddiq receiving the Padma Award from  President of India, Pratibha Patil.  

Pratbiha  

―I always admire two of his significant contributions—innovative breeding 
approaches that enabled him evolve the world‘s first high yielding dwarf 
statured basmati rice variety Pusa Basmati 1 that provided the plant type base 
for a few more to follow and increased by many folds, India‘s basmati rice 
export and the variety of Pusa 44 that by virtue of its  amenability to combine 
harvest is sustaining the most productive rice-wheat system in north western 
segment of the Indio Gangetic plains.‖ 
 
*MS Swaminathan, renowned geneticist & architect of green revolution in 
India, about EA Siddiq‘s work in the field of science, its importance & impact.  

Maharashtra  minister Nitesh Rane is known for issuing controversial statements. 

considerations in hiring were now 
a practical necessity. Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
had already used the phrase 
―corporate jihad‖ in his own public 
remarks on the Nashik case, 
framing it alongside references to 
―love jihad‖ and ―land jihad.‖ 
When both the Chief Minister and 
a cabinet minister employ the 
same unverified framing in quick 
succession, the language ceases to 
be one politician‘s opinion and 
begins to function as state-level 
narrative. India‘s Constitution is 
unambiguous on this point. Article 
16 guarantees equality of 

opportunity in matters of public employment and 
explicitly prohibits discrimination on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth. While 
Article 16 directly applies to state employment, the 
broader constitutional values of Articles 14, 15, and 
16 together establish a framework that makes 
religion-based exclusion in any organized 
employment setting legally & ethically untenable. 
No statute in India permits private sector 
employers to filter candidates on religious grounds. 
A minister publicly endorsing such a practice, even 
framed as a community sentiment rather than a 
formal policy directive, carries weight precisely 
because of the office from which it is made. A 
minister demanding religion-based hiring across 
Maharashtra‘s corporate sector,  is a signal that the 
polity and the political discourse have hit a nadir. 
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Artificial Intelligence is going to outpace human intelligence growth in five years 

Experts say that the speed at which AI is learning, it will be a threat to 
humanity’s existence 

The killings have been going on in Sudan and large number of 
citizens are forced to flee. 
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Alavi  
 

The Tarraqi I Foundation runs multiple programs, with the aim to. 
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India has long staked its 
future on the potential of its 
young population, the world‘s 
largest cohort of school-age 
children. Yet for millions of 
families, the education system 
remains a landscape of 
profound contradiction: 
ambitious policy on one hand 
and a daily struggle for access, 
quality, and intellectual 
integrity on the other. This 
crisis is especially urgent 
because it is not merely 
administrative. It is financial, 
structural, political, and 
deeply ideological. 
India‘s school education 
system is mainly administered 
by a three-tiered government  
structure—central, state, and 
local, alongside a large and 
expanding private sector. 
According to the Indian 
Constitution and the 2009 
Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act, 
education is a fundamental 
right for children aged 6 to 14, 
offering free and compulsory 
access. The country has over a 
million schools, with a ratio of 
roughly 10 public schools to 3 
private schools. However, 
enrollment numbers alone 
obscure a deeper issue 
regarding the quality of 
learning. 
The NEP 2020 aimed to 
overhaul India's education 
with a 5+3+3+4 model, 
promote mother tongue 
instruction, and universal 
foundational skills by 2025. 
The 2025–26 budget allocated 
₹1,28,650 crore, a 6.22% 
increase, of which ₹78,572 
crore was for schools. Yet, 
India‘s public education 
spending was only 2.7% of 
GDP in 2023–24, among the 
lowest globally,  contrasted 

with countries like Brazil 
(5.8%), South Africa (6.6%), 
and Argentina (4.6%), with a 
global median of 4%. NEP 
2020 targets 6%, which India 
has never achieved. Despite 
higher household and public 
spending, the gap between 
commitment and private 
burden remains a problem. 
 
The Learning Crisis 
Despite near-universal school 
enrolment, ASER 2024 
reports over 98% enrolment 
for children aged 6–14 in rural 
India, what happens inside 
classrooms is sobering. Only 
50% of Grade 5 students can 
read a Grade 2-level text, a 
figure that has barely shifted 
from 47% in 2018, according 
to Pratham‘s Annual Status of 
Education Report (ASER) 
2024. Just 45% can solve 
simple division problems. In 
effect, half of India‘s ten-year-
olds are functionally illiterate 
by the standards expected of 
seven-year-olds.  
India‘s standing on 
international benchmarks 
reinforces this alarm. The last 
time India participated in the 
PISA (Programme for 
International Student 
Assessment) tests, in 2009, it 
ranked 72nd out of 73 
countries, second from the 
bottom. The government has 
since declined to participate in 
PISA 2014 and 2018, and 
withdrew at the last minute 
from the 2022 cycle, amid 
concerns that poor results 
ahead of the 2024 general 
elections could be politically 
damaging.  
India‘s own National 
Achievement Survey (NAS) 
2021 found average 
subjects, confirming that 

School education system at the crossroads 

SUCCESS STORY 

US is a 
huge 
country  

USA is a huge nation—some states are bigger 
than countries of Europe. Further, American 
cities have immense diversity. Large sections of 
populace includes big groups like Hispanics, 
Blacks, Asians & those from Far East.  
White Americans can be Republicans or 
Democrats. People are Christian or Unaffiliated, 
Jews or Muslim, Buddhists, Hindu, Sikh or 
Atheist. Countries are not entirely monolithic, 
issues change from region to region. 
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the learning crisis is systemic, 
not incidental. This is not 
merely a rural problem. It 
reflects a public education 
system where the national 
pupil-teacher ratio averages 
35:1, well above the mandated 
30:1, teacher vacancies exceed 
one million nationwide and 
teacher absenteeism  

remains unaddressed. In 
rural government schools, 
inadequate infrastructure & 
poor digital connectivity 
further compound the 
challenge. UP, the most 
populous state, still shows 
poor female literacy. 
[Second part will appear in 
next edition] 
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Media turns into monster: Creates a wedge in society, uses propaganda to demonize a group 
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The ongoing conflict in 
Sudan has now been going 
on for the last two years and 
there are no signs that the 
situation would return to 
normalcy soon. crises of our 
times. 

The killings have been goof citizens are forced to flee. 

POLITICS 

When one group is seen as ‗other‘, anger is built against it, systematically, in the entire society. The newspapers and the TV channels, so often show 
the members of the particular community in poor light and use harsh words to describe them.  
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INVENT
ING 
NEW 
TERMS 
TO 
DEMON
IZE 
MINORI
TIES The major issue is selective 

use of language for people 
depending on their 
background, faith or 
ethnicity.  
 
On one hand, a person who is 
accused of a crime, but not 
even faced a trial or held 
guilty, is termed as criminal, 
but on the other hand, even a 
convicted person is addressed 
using simple and soft terms.  
This basic process of 
discrimination begins from 
the moment an incident is 
reported.  
Depending on person‘s name 
and background, media use 
terms as different as ‗radical‘,  
‗extremist‘, a terror suspect  
or even 

more, while a man who is 
associated with a known 
group and is yet termed as a 
mere ‗suspect‘.  
 
This power of media 
persons to label people 
differently and create  a 
sensation, using different 
terms for different persons, 
without adhering to a code 
of ethics for journalism, 
which creates a major 
problem.  
 
Use of words like ‗Love 
Jihad‘ even though no such 
term is officially used by the 
Centre, state government or 
police, is another issue, as it 
criminalizes under-trial 
before  judgment. 
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Creation of five new districts in Ladakh now 
snowballs into a political controversy 
The Asian Tribune 
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New districts have been carved 
out in the territory of Ladakh, 
causing a political row in the 
region.  
On April 27, 2026, Ladakh 
Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena approved the 
creation of five new districts in 
the Union Territory of Ladakh, 
increasing the total number of 
districts from two to seven. 
The five new districts are 
Nubra, Sham, Changthang, 
Zanskar and Drass. They join 
the existing districts of Leh and 
Kargil, which had been the only 
two administrative divisions in 
Ladakh since it was carved out 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
designated a Union Territory 
following the revocation of 
Article  370  in 2019. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs 
had originally cleared the 
proposal in August 2024 under 
Home Minister Amit Shah, and 
the formal notification came on 
April 27 — three days before 
Amit Shah‘s scheduled two-day 
visit to Leh on April 30 to 
review development, security, 
and what Republic TV 
described as the ―political 
roadmap for Ladakh.‖ 
The official rationale presented 
by LG Saxena and the Union 
government is straightforward: 
Ladakh is one of the largest 
Union Territories by area in 
India, with residents in remote 
areas living up to 300 
kilometers from the nearest 
district headquarters in Leh or 
Kargil. 
PM Modi congratulated the 
people of Ladakh and said the 
new districts would bring 
government services, 
development, and opportunities 
closer to residents in far-flung 
border areas. LG Saxena called 
it a ―historic milestone‖ aligned 
with PM Modi‘s vision of a 
developed and prosperous 
Ladakh. 

 
In his political life, he remained 
a leader who was firm on 
principles and never 
compromised. 
For example, he refused to 
accept that just Muslim 
lawmakers will have to sign a 
document on Kashmir. 
Objecting, he said that it was 
wrong to just ask Muslim 
members to sign it. Often in 
conflict with governments, he 
was imprisoned time and again. 
Syed Badrudduja was born in 
Murshidabad, Bengal in 1900. 
He studied law and was Mayor of 
Kolkata in 1943-44. 
He had participated in 
movements during freedom 
struggle. later, he went on to 
become the  member of 
legislative council of West 
Bengal after independence. 
He was elected MLA several 
times. Besides, he contested and 
won in Lok Sabha elections too. 
One must remember than Bengal 
and Punjab were most affected 
by partition. West Bengal was 
left with few influential 
politicians from the Muslim 
community, after 1947. 
Both these states were cut from 
the middle and divided among 
separate countries. Badrudduja 
didn't move and remained in 
India. It was a time when 
Muslims of Bengal and even 
North India, needed political 
voice.  

From a purely administrative 
standpoint, the argument has 
merit. Ladakh‘s vast and 
difficult terrain, its strategic 
border location with China and 
Pakistan, and the logistical 
challenges of service delivery 
across such distances do justify 
some form of administrative 
decentralisation. More than 97 
percent of the population in 
the new districts belongs to 
Scheduled Tribes, including 
the Balti Shia, Boto, Brokpa, 
and Changpa communities. 
AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi posted on X on April 
28, 2026: ―The govt has 
created 5 new districts in 
Ladakh. There are now 7 
districts instead of 2. The govt 
wants to divide the unified 
statehood movement of 
Buddhists and Muslims. This 
is another gerrymandering in 
the erstwhile state of Jammu 
and Kashmir.‖ 
That charge requires a factual 
examination. According to the 
2011 Census, Ladakh‘s total 
population stood at 274,289.  

Syed Badrudduja 

sharper edge is the ongoing 
joint statehood movement 
in Ladakh. 
Since Article 370 was 
revoked in 2019, Ladakh 
has had no elected 
legislative assembly. It is 
governed directly by the 
Union Home Ministry 
through the Lieutenant 
Governor. Residents across 
both Leh and Kargil — 
Buddhists and Muslims — 
have been jointly 
demanding the restoration 
of full statehood and 
constitutional protections 
under the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution, which 
provides legislative 
safeguards to tribal areas. 
Owaisi‘s argument is that 
the new district boundaries 
have been deliberately 
drawn to give the two 
communities separate 
administrative identities, 
with Buddhist majority 
areas gaining greater 
numerical representation in 
governance  structures.  
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Muslims comprise 46.40 
percent of that population — 
the largest single religious 
community in Ladakh. 
Buddhists comprise 39.65 
percent — the second largest. 
Now, examine how these 
seven districts have been 
distributed demographically. 
Buddhist-majority districts: 
five — Leh, Nubra, Sham, 
Changthang, and Zanskar. 
Muslim-majority districts: 
two — Kargil and Drass. 
In direct terms: the 
community representing 
39.65 percent of Ladakh‘s 
population receives five of the 
seven districts.  
The community representing 
46.40 percent of Ladakh‘s 
population receives two of the 
seven districts. 
That is the factual basis of 
Owaisi‘s proportionality 
argument, and it is not a 
figure that can be dismissed 
without a direct, data-backed 
rebuttal. 
The context that actually gives 
Asad Owaisi‘s accusation its 

Zac Colah’s movie shows how identities built by exclusionary narratives inherited from partition. 
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