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Vietnam’s leap: Fast growth in economy, it
outpaces major Asian countries in exports

The extraordinary story about Vietnam’s economy that has grown fast and it is
among the top nations that have trade surplus with the United States of America.

VIETNAM’S EXPORT BOOM
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Vietnam's growth story is
unique. Its economy grew by
8.02% in 2025, after a 7.09%
growth in the year 2024. The
government aims at 10%
annual growth in coming
years.

The exports have increased by
17%. What is more important
is that the exports to United
States rose by 28%, from
nearly 120 billion dollars to
over 153 billion dollars. It has
the third largest trade surplus
with US in the world.

China is a huge country but
even its growth rate has been
below Vietnam.

[Continued on Page 4].

Nepal tragedy: Over 1000 dead, nearly 4000 missing
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editor@asiantribune.net

The number of deaths due to
the natural disaster in Nepal
has gone past the figure of
one thousand.

Besides, the number of
missing is estimated to be
well over 4,000.

People from different
nationalities are missing and
with days passing, the hopes
of survival have got dim.

The glacier collapse had
caused flash floods and this
led to death of nearly 1,100
persons in Nepal. As days
passed, extent and severity of
the disaster was realised.

The relief works began and
the international support also

Thousands of families including those from nations affected due to this catastrophe.

arrived, but the catastrophe
has affected large number of

people in the mountain
republic.
Rescue  operations  were

focusing on power plants
where people were trapped in
tunnels.

Aid has been sent and teams
from US, China, India helped
in search. Symbolic mass
funerals have also been
conducted. Meanwhile, kin of
the victims from other
countries too and those
missing in this tragedy, face
extremely tough situation, as
they kept praying, hoping to
get news about their relatives.
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Roaming saint who built schools, orphanages,
hostels, educational institutions and shelters

Shams Ur Rehman Alavi
The Asian Tribune

A wandering saint who was a
social reformers, dedicated
his life for public service and
set up 31 schools,
orphanages, educational
institutes and shelter homes
for destitute.

While the reformist leader
who was bestowed the title of
Saint in his lifetime, is a
household name in
Maharashtra, it is indeed
ironical, that his life and
works don't find much space
in the text books outside the
State.

Gadge Baba [pronunciation:
Gaad-ge], who was born in
second part of the nineteenth
century, built schools,
hospitals, apart from hostels,
orphanages, = homes  for
women and elderly,
dharamshalas and animal
shelters across Maharashtra,
all by collecting donations,
but never constructed a room
for himself.

The mendicant went village
to village, with the food pan
on his head and broom in his
hand. Upon reaching the
place, he would start cleaning
the roads and drains. This
inspired the people to become
self-reliant.  The  money
handed over to him by
villagers, was used for setting
up institutions.

He also performed the kirtan
and recited Kabir’s dohas

during his discourses. Either he
stayed in verandahs or under
the shade of tree. An old and
crumpled sheet, an earthen pot
[which he wore on his head and
used it as bowl to eat] and a
piece of wood--that was all he
had in the name of possessions.
The wandering Saint came to
be known as Gadge Baba,
because he carried the earthen
pot [in Marathi, term for pot is
Gadge]. He was born in 1876 in
British ruled India.

He attacked untouchability
through his teachings. An
associate of Dr BR AmbedKar,
he played an important role in
social awakening in
Maharashtra, especially, among
backwards, Dalits and the poor.
A rationalist, he dedicated
himself to the larger public
good, urging the poor and
persecuted to educate their
children.

For Gadge Maharaj, religion
was all about serving the
humanity and uplift of the
oppressed, especially, the
handicapped, the destitute.
Rural masses thronged to hear
him. The public preacher also
spread awareness regarding
sanitation and for keeping
environment clean. He
emphasised on feeding the
hungry and serving the society.
A saint in Bhakti tradition, he
was respected by all sections of
the society.

For almost 50 years, he kept
moving in this vast region and

the
society and condemning the

spreading awareness in

social ills. He established 12
dharamshalas at different places,
some as big as the one in Nasik
which can accommodate 500
persons. He felt poor must not
worry about their stay while
visiting  other places and
pilgrimage spots. He passed
away in 1956.

Gadge Baba had a humble
background. His real name was
Debuji. He was born in
Amravati. After his father's
death, he had spent the early
years of his life at his maternal
grandfather's place.

Though he had no formal
education, he had the zeal
and conviction to bring
about change in the society.
Throughout his life, he
remained active, spreading
awareness to tackle the
existing social evils,
prejudices, regressive and
the superstitious traditions.
He was against -casteist
discrimination and opposed
touching feet of the saints.
When Tilak opposed the
representation of entry of
lower castes into
legislatures, he challenged
Tilak from the same dais.

The world needs free media.

Corporate funded media is not free.
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Veteran lawyers hold a discussion on long

incarceration without completion of trial

The discussion on the topic--‘Jailed Without Trial: The Politics of Imprisonment’
was held at the Press Club of India, New Delhi. Top lawyers of the country spoke
at length over the issue and expressed their concern over the situation where
even before completion of trial, youth remain jailed and suffer. It is not just
individual, but their families that are affected—a travesty of justice.
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Six years have passed since
the young students and
researchers, Sharjeel Imam
and Umar Khalid, were jailed
but they remain in the prison
even now though they have
not been sentenced.

Both were arrested in early
2020 under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and have been
accused by the Delhi Police of
being key conspirators behind
the February 2020 Northeast
Delhi riots.

The discussion focused on the
continued imprisonment of
Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, student activists and
researchers who have been in
Tihar Jail for nearly six years
without trial. Both were
arrested in early 2020 under
the  Unlawful  Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) and
have been accused by the
Delhi Police of being key
conspirators  behind  the

February 2020 Northeast
Delhi riots.

The discussion examined
what prolonged pre-trial

incarceration means for the
right to liberty, the
presumption of innocence,
access to justice, and the
constitutional promise of a
fair trial. The speakers also
reflected on the growing
significance of bail
proceedings and the manner
in which stringent laws can
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Salman  Khurshid stated
“We've grown so used to pain
that we no longer even
complain about it, no longer
even voice it. The issue today
isn't only for those two
conscious individuals we're
speaking of but the larger
question is, what is happening
to the system, to the structure
itself? An individual's liberty
is being crushed. We have
always believed that we have a
rightful claim in our own
country. That belief has taken
a very deep wound. Today, the
atmosphere you see in the
country is such that if anyone
comes forward to raise voice,

Bhushan

express their opinion, look at
how they are treated. The
Constitution grants us the
right to complain. But these
are the extreme examples now
standing before us. affect the
lives of accused persons long
before a court determines
their guilt or innocence.
Sanjay Hegde emphasizing on
the roles of the courts stated
that “There was a time when
the court the bar worked as
when, and when they
defended their own they knew
that if they couldn’t protect
their own they couldn’t
protect anyone.  Sharjeel
Umar and all are victim of

Association for
Protection of
Civil Rights

the system. It’s is not the
rule of law but the law of
ruler. If the ruler says to get
rid of a man, the police
works to get the person
arrested in one or the other
case. If the courts fail, it is
like a break in a car failing.
The accident is inevitable.”
Shahrukh Alam said, “The
Police has started acting
like a spoiled nepokid.
When state was asked about
the delay in trial of Sharjeel
and Umar and the state
responded with "if Qasabs
trial would be this late,
would you bail him out."
[Continued on page 4]
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UNSTOPPABLE: Vietnam’s export boom &
its rise as South East Asia’s new ‘factory’

The Asian Tribune
www.asiantribune.net

Vietnam has outpaced most of

its neighbours including
Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore.

China is world leader in

exports. But Vietnam's success
story is unparalleled as its
exports reached 475 billion
dollars in the previous year. It is
significant as South East Asia
has countries like South Korea,
Japan, Taiwan, Singapore too
that export electronics, semi
conductors, machinery and
financial services. Other
countries include Thailand,
Philippines, Indonesia, Laos,
Singapore and Malaysia.

The change began in late 1980s
when Vietnam started Doi Moi
reforms. The growth began and
after its trade agreement with
US in 2000, the country's trade
trajectory went up.

The manufacturing sector has emerged as the mainstay of its economy.

Though there is also a section
that talks about
Chinese goods through
Vietnam after China’s tariff
row with US, as one of the
reasons behind the growth
statistics.

The focus on economic growth,
particularly, favoring FDI and
coming up with Special
Economic Zones, giving tax
incentives and  attracting
several major international
manufacturers, was key to the
positive transformation.

After crackdown on
corruption, manufacturing
sector emerged as the
mainstay of its economy.
Clearly, Vietnam’s growth
story should serve as an
inspiration for other nations
too.

Email: editor@asiantribune.net
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Lawyers ponder over the
‘politics of imprisonment’

The Asian Tribune
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Advocate Prashant Bhushan
emphasizing on the malafide
nature of the case stated, “It’s
been more than 6 years for
both Sharjeel and Umar and
the trial has not yet been
started. It cannot be said that
they have committed any
crime, instead of they always
said that we shall not take the
way of violence in retaliation
for violence. The prosecution
should have been have
quashed just on the grounds
of being malafide.”

Adv. Nizam Pasha
remembering the case of
Balwant Singh’s case stated
“the court quashed FIR
against Balwant Singh stating
that only sloganeering is not
any terrorist activity.

“The real cost of a democracy
without negative equality is
that some citizens like Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
pay with years of their
freedom for dissent.”

The discussion highlighted
the need to keep
constitutional safeguards and
the right to a timely trial at
the centre of any
conversation on criminal
justice. The speakers stressed
that incarceration before
conviction has consequences
that cannot simply be undone
even if an accused is
eventually acquitted. APCR
said that issue of prolonged
pretrial jail term deserves
sustained public and legal
attention.
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